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THE DESIGNER'S

By Anne Marie Ashley
Dustin Peck Photography

IT TAKES REALLY LIVING IN A HOME BEFORE
you can understand how it works and doesn’t work for your
family. Once you've discovered the ways it doesn’t work, you
can make changes accordingly. Sometimes, too, the ceiling
collapses, and it paves the way for you to make the changes
you've been considering anyway. Such was the case for Molly
and Michael Painter when they came home to find the living
room ceiling in pieces on the floor. “After living in the home
for five years and sharing a bathroom with our daughter, we
decided we needed our own space,” explains Molly. “The
ceiling collapse was just the impetus to make the changes we’'d
been considering for a while.”

The Painters were drawn to their Georgian Revival
home in Five Points because they love classic architecture
and the charming neighborhood with its walk-able streets
was idyllic. “We really love the gracious common spaces a
Georgian Revival offers when you walk in the front door,”
says Molly. “Plus, we love walking to Third Place, our favorite
coffee shop, and other haunts like Hayes Barton Pharmacy
and Rialto Theater.” Originally designed by famed Raleigh
architect William Deitrick, the couple wanted the first priority
to be maintaining the integrity of the architecture while also
making it more livable for their active family of five. They
called on architect Richard Hall, along with Joel Williams of
Williams Realty and Building Company to be their renovation
team. “Joel is known for his impeccable craftsmanship, his
knowledge of old homes and his attention to detail,” raves
Molly. “And it didn’t hurt that he and I grew up across the
street from each other in Raleigh.”

Though the project would be challenging, trying to merge
the original home with a new addition, not to mention
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matching the original brick exterior with the new wing, Molly says the 18-
month process was seamless. “Larry Irwin was our superintendent,” explains
Molly, “and he did a fabulous job on the day to day management.” While the
ceilings were being replaced with sheetrock, the HVAC and plumbing was
replaced as well, and landscape designer Frank Liggett moved the rose garden
from the back yard, which was in the way of the addition. “I was thrilled that
Frank was able to create an inviting rose garden in the new space,” says Molly.
“It’s our refuge in the spring, summer and fall when the roses are in bloom.”

A designer herself, Molly took to completing the look of their home, calling
on her background in fashion (she worked at Ralph Lauren in New York
City), as well as her own family. “My three girls are all extremely creative and
individual,” she offers. “They provide a lot of inspiration.” Molly continues,
saying that she also took inspiration from her favorite designer Kelly Wearstler
and fashion designer Lela Rose. “Her style is feminine, yet edgy and cool.”
She keeps her textile background close with etches taken right from the Ralph
Lauren draft tables, framed and hung as art in various places around the
home. Molly also sought advice from her local designer friends and colleagues
Katherine Connell, and Betty Nelson of Eatmans.

We asked Molly what her go-to fabric and wallpaper lines were and she
quickly replied with Osboure and Little, Cowtan and Tout, Quadrille, Celerie
Kemble and Travers. She adds that her favorite way to add a wow factor lies in
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To see all the photos from this home, visit www.urbanhomemagazine.com.

lighting fixtures, spending a lot of time searching
for the perfect unique piece. And though every
space has different appeal to her, Molly’s favorite
room in the home is the navy lacquered den
with the orange couch. “Ilove to curl up on the
couch under a blanket and read a book.” Their
family of five spends most of their time in the
large kitchen, cooking, doing homework and
entertaining. “It’s the hub of the house and the
grey and white palette provides a soothing appeal
amidst the chaos,” shares Molly.

“My advice to anyone decorating their
home,” she says, “would be to live in the home
before you make any major changes. See how
you live, move and feel in the space. Trust your
instincts and go for it.” <
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