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oasis of their dreams,
complete with an
L-shaped pool.

Anne Marie Ashley
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PORTRAIT: CHRIS EDWARDS; ON THE COVER: BRIE WILLIAMS.

A

s we publish our latest issue, Great Escapes, my mind
is flooded with all the ways this so easily parallels life,
as we know it currently. I think I speak for most of us
when I say I wish I could escape the uncertainty and
fear running rampant in our everyday. On the other
hand, I step outside into the sunshine with my family
by my side, and we play together, laugh together, enjoy unfiltered time together
and I feel I’ve escaped immediately. I am rejuvenated. I feel healed. The outdoors
welcomes me with new weather, new landscape, and a renewed sense of purpose
amidst new chaos. That is a Great Escape – creating my own retreat at home.
Internally, as a magazine, we are facing new territory as well. Stepping in as
interim Editor-in-Chief, I’ve seen our team come together in new ways to bring
you a gorgeous issue for the spring season. Though I’ve charted this course
before, many years ago, it’s a different magazine today than it was then, and I
now have fresh eyes with which to view every decision and a wonderful team
to help me get it done. Editor Lindsay Powell has been tirelessly getting things
ready for the next issue as well, so we can keep this train running smoothly.
In the meantime, this issue is packed with inspiration and products that keep
you thankful for time at home to enjoy or create your own outdoor escape. We
explore an exceptional outdoor porch and pool combination created by Alys
Design, and our team takes a field trip with Charlotte Smith of Union Camp
Collective to find out where she hunts for the incredible vintage finds with which
she fills her store. In our travel section, writer, author, and self-proclaimed
foodie Sarah Crosland takes us on an adventure to Whistler, British Columbia,
uncovering the best the region has to offer.
We’ve covered our bases at home too, with a fantastic mix of feature homes
showcasing a home-away-from-home, a bottom floor oasis, and a modern
beauty. Designer Carrie Moore walks us through her latest modern masterpiece
in Raleigh. Judy Pickett and Christy Stewart of Design Lines turn an ordinary
basement into an extraordinary haven, and designer Kate Hutchison creates
calming vibes in her client’s Ocean Isle beach getaway.
Let’s remember, whether in life, or in our careers, we are all in this together.
Let’s use this down time to rediscover what’s important – kindness, connection,
family, and the beauty that is all around us.
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Photography by Lissa Gotwals.
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ESCAPE PLAN
With spring in the air, we can’t stay cooped up
like a menagerie any longer. Get some breathing
room by taking it outdoors—in style.
Produced by Ashley Hotham Cox

1

2

PSYCHEDELIC
WONDERS

Inspired by late 1960s and early ’70s fashion and art, outdoor
living is tie-dye for. Reimagined patterns, vibrant colors,
and innovative shapes create a kaleidoscopic scene in your
backyard and beyond—redefining comfortable living.

3

5

6

7
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1. Roche Bobois Mah Jong Outdoor Modular Sofa /
price upon request / roche-bobois.com
2. Santa Barbara Designs Santa Barbara Teak
Octagon Umbrella in French Pink and Malibu Blue /
$5,140 / santabarbaradesigns.com
3. Juliska Splatter and Spin Melamine Salad and
Dinner Plates / $18–$20 / shopquintessentials.com
4. Made Goods Dunley Coffee Table / $1,700 /
madegoods.com
5. DEDON Rilly Cocoon Chair / $3,420 / dedon.us
6. Les-Ottomans x Matthew Williamson Peacock
Feather Design Printed Napkins / $65 /
matthewwilliamson.com
7. Bunny Williams for Ballard Designs Bird Feeder /
$99 / ballarddesigns.com

PHOTOGRAPHY: COURTESY OF ROCHE BOBOIS.
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trend

A canopy-level dining
table is dressed in
La Gallina Matta
placemats, Juliska
dinnerware, and
linens sourced
through R. Runberg.

1

2

3

5

GARDEN VARIETY

Whimsical yet linear forms, subdued yet rich colors, and
natural yet manmade materials make for an enchanting garden
party. From vintage-inspired tablecloths to seagrass-wrapped
pitchers, al fresco dining has never looked so good.

4

7
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1. Davide Fuin Footed Blue Water Glass /
$175 / modaoperandi.com
2. Summer Classics Santa Barbara
Barrel Back Dining Chair in Oyster /
$1,188 / summerclassics.com
3. Holocene No. 4 by John Pawson for
Wästberg / $386 / store.wallpaper.com
4. Locust Valley Tablecloth / $55 /
furbishstudio.com
5. Serena & Lily Cayman Seagrass-Wrapped
Pitcher / $48 / serenaandlily.com
6. KETTAL Bitta Sun Lounger and Stool /
price upon request / kettal.com
7. Formations Fusion Dining Table Base /
to the trade / formationsusa.com

PHOTOGRAPHY: DUSTIN PECK.
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Artisans of Comfort
SPRING 2020

beyondblue
I N T E R I O R S

Since 2005. Local Business. Women-owned.
at Raleigh’s North Hills • 919.896.6630 • info@beyondblueinteriors.com

field trip

ON THE HUNT

D

esigner Charlotte Smith
is well-versed in hunting
furniture. She travels all over
the country finding the best and most
original pieces for her shop Union Camp
Collective, a colorful treasure trove of
handpicked vintage and antique finds.
But it’s a hard job—it’s time consuming
and skillful, and not everyone has the
time or the discipline to seek out the
perfect piece. That’s why she opened
Union Camp Collective in Raleigh; to
bring vintage and one-of-a-kind finds
to the local masses. “Some of my best
customers and favorite people aren’t
able to spend days on end finding stuff
that they love,” Smith says. “So I do the

work for them—and for me.”
On a recent scouting trip to the
Hudson Valley in New York, Smith
stretched her legs in the area’s vintage
and antique stores, a town rich in artistic
heritage. “My style is all over the place,”
Smith says. “So, I like to go to Hudson
because there is so much of everything
there—perfect for my varied tastes.”
While in Hudson, Smith stopped by The
Gilded Owl, where she picked up “beautifully
illustrated” tarot cards as gifts for friends.
“They’re great for parties,” adds Smith. Just
a short walk away is Magic Hill, a store
featuring midcentury modern furniture,
decor, and art—a must stop when you’re in
the area.
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TOP: When in town, Smith stops at Lil Debs Oasis in
the Hudson Valley. Not only is the food delicious, she
says, but the diner itself is full of design inspiration.
BOTTOM: Charlotte Smith, owner of Union Camp
Collective, takes us on a field trip to her latest
scouting location: Hudson Valley, New York.

TOP: PHOTOGRAPHY BY HEIDI’S BRIDGE PHOTOGRAPHY; BOTTOM: PHOTOGRAPHY BY ANNA ROUTH.

Written by Lindsay Powell

During her visit, Smith stayed at the
Batterby House, a restored Victorian bed
and breakfast filled with original details,
antiques, and items from local artisans.
One of her favorite restaurants nearby,
Lil’ Deb’s Oasis, is a boldly designed diner
serving “tropical comfort food” that’s sure
to please the design-minded traveler. A
little over an hour south is the quaint art
haven, Beacon. There, Smith purchased
hand-blown Christmas ornaments and
sets of rainbow tumblers from Hudson
Beach Glass, a hand-blown glass studio
occupying a former firehouse.
Further south in Tarrytown, New York,
Smith stopped by The Swan’s House where
she purchased velvet shell pillows for her

vintage, contemporary, and modern sofas.
“It’s an excellent place to find vintage and
midcentury modern furniture and home
décor,” says Smith.
“Next time I go back, which I will in a
couple of months when it’s warmer, I’ll have a
good lay of the land. I’ll bring my big sprinter
van and will pack it to the gills with larger
case items that I’d want to pack personally,”
she says. “Hudson is a gold mine of vintage
and finer antique items and though not every
trip is a ‘haul’, every trip is good for sourcing,
making connections, and learning, always.”
If a scouting trip to New York and the
surrounding towns isn’t in the cards for
you, start scouting locally. “Flea markets
are a great representation of what I sell at
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the store,” Smith says. “I would recommend
everyone go to the Raleigh flea market. When
it’s good, it’s really good.”u
Visit Union Camp Collective at 1109 N West Street,
Raleigh, or unioncampcollective.com
TOP: The Swan’s House in Tarrytown, New York
is a vintage furniture and home décor store that
Smith says carries lots of ‘vintage midcentury
modern pieces paired with shiny lacquered
brass and ceramic late contemporary items.’
BOTTOM: Found drinkware from Beach Glass, a
hand-blown glass studio in Beacon, New York.
RIGHT: Smith holed up at the Batterby House in
Hudson Valley in between scouting shops and
vintage finds. The owners of Batterby also have an
antique shop, which Smith says is ‘completely lovely
with antique and vintage touches throughout.”

BATTERBY HOUSE HOTEL ROOM: PHOTO COURTESY OF BATTERBY HOUSE; ALL OTHERS BY CHARLOTTE SMITH.
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1

POISED
PEACOCK
Sophisticated and spirited,
peacock blue dances and displays
a mirage of jewel-toned facets.
Written by Christina Spratt Spencer

6

Coy and sultry yet magically spirited in its deep and
moody velvety saturation, this tempest tone allures
with its mystery. A harmoniously balanced and brilliant blue tinged with dollops of deep green, this
sophisticated and soulful jewel-box hue is graciously
grandeur and glamorous while richly relaxed. A punch
of poppy red, saffron, or copper adds fiery contrast and
warmth from across the color wheel while emerald,
amethyst, and aquamarine enhance the bejeweled
luster highlighting the alluring depths and dimension of
a blue cast. Notes of navy make it nearly a neutral, and
brighter hints of teal make it sing. The plumage-toned
bouquet of peacock blue effortlessly finds a mate with
a wide range of color pairings.

5
4

26 HOME DESIGN & DECOR TRIANGLE | APRIL/MAY 2020

3

1. Trella Benedict Cluster / $10,220 /
decaso.com
2. Cole & Son Pavo Parade /
to the trade / ahokelimited.com
3. Matouk Pomegranate Pillowcases /
$165–$194 for the pair /
shopquintessentials.com
4. Julian Chichester Deneuve Cabinet /
to the trade / julianchichester.com
5. Made Goods Lawson Stool / $600 /
madegoods.com
6. Jonathan Adler Rider Dining Chair /
$995 / jonathanadler.com

PHOTOGRAPHY BY DANILO SCARPATI.

2

style

THE GOOD LIFE
Written by Jill Waldbieser
Photography by Lissa Gotwals

A backyard retreat for a Charlotte family of six,
the understated yet luxurious pool house was a
collaboration between Jones & Hedges Custom
Builders, architect Christopher Phelps, and
interior designer Stephanie Poore.

When you live in the South for seven
months out of the year, a pool can become
the focus of activity in a home. One
Winston-Salem family decided to make
their pool quite literally the center of the
home—with stunning results.
Acanthus Architecture was called on
to design the house, which was created
in a C-shape that hugs a bluestone patio.
Shimmering like a sapphire in the center
is the 450-foot rectangular pool. Thanks to
banks of double-height windows and French
doors in the interior spaces, the pool is visible from inside. “It’s quite literally the first
thing you see when you enter,” says Alys

TOP: Beneath the vaulted, tongue-in-groove
ceiling, sconce-style light fixtures by Barnlight
Electric emit gentle light, ideal for playing
board games or putting together puzzles at the
oversized coffee table. Also perfect for curling
up with a good book after a day in the sun while
catching a breeze from the overhead fan by
Big Ass Fans.
BOTTOM: Local craftsman Brett Sipe of QFC
Inc. fashioned this custom hanging bed, which
is suspended by cables from the vaulted porch
ceiling so it swings. The pillows are from various
sources, all available through Alys Design.
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style
Stephens Protzman, the interior designer on
the project and principal of Alys Design in
Pittsboro. “The pool is the showpiece of the
home.”
There are several white chaises and a
table with chairs, but for the most part,
the patio and pool maintain the same cool,
comfortable, and uncluttered aesthetic as
the rest of the home. “The architecture is
so clean and strong, it sort of speaks for
itself,” Proztman says. “We didn’t want to
distract from that with a lot of umbrellas
and tchotchkes.”
And they’re not needed; as a magnificent
screened porch has all the amenities for
year-round après- or post-pool lounging,
from a wood-burning fireplace to a custom
swing bed covered in plush pillows. For this
family, virtually everything is done poolside,
and they wouldn’t have it any other way. u
TOP: Everything that surrounds the pool, from the
architecture to the Kingsley Bate outdoor dining
set and row of chaise lounges, has clean lines and a
neutral palette so that colorful accents like the blue
ceramic garden stools serving as end tables and the
cerulean water really pop.
BOTTOM LEFT: Strong, clean lines and plenty of
white paint give the house a tailored look, inside and
out. The homeowner is “something of a minimalist
at heart,” Protzman says, but durability was also a
prioroty since this is the family-friendly space she
and her kids could call their forever home.
BOTTOM RIGHT: The property’s landscaping was
executed by Stimmel. The wooded lot affords some
added privacy and visually pleasing tree lines.

30 HOME DESIGN & DECOR TRIANGLE | APRIL/MAY 2020

STEVEN SHELL
LIVING

CASE GOODS, UPHOLSTERY, LIGHTING,
ACCESSORIES, RUGS AND OBJETS DE VERTU!
Born In London
Enjoyed Around
The World
Est. 1992

CAMERON VILLAGE
2030 Clark Avenue
Raleigh, NC 27605
919.803.1033
MOULTRIE PLAZA
640 Coleman Blvd.
Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464
843.216.3900
stevenshellliving.com
@stevenshelllivingraleigh

“so much more than just a great furniture store”

design board

1

CATHERINE
French

1. Dolkie Rattan Cane Pendant / $108.95 / laredoute.com
2. Turkish Hand Knotted Rug One-of-a-kinds Collection /
to the trade / loloirugs.com
3. Distant Shore / to the trade / wendoverart.com
4. Mirror Cushion in Clay / to the trade / kirkbydesign.com
5. CAN Horseshoe Armchair / $1,104 / reddeg.com
6. Jonathan Adler Vallauris Flying Bird Bowl / $375 / jonathanadler.com
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PORTRAIT BY MELISSA ANN HEBERT; PHOTOGRAPHY BY J. SINCLAIR PHOTOGRAPHY.

Finding her clients’ aesthetic “happy place” is part
of designer Catherine French’s goal in designing the
perfect space for them. “I approach this through three
big principles: function, form, and color,” she explains.
“Function is about creating a space that supports the
client living their best life. Form is the shape of the
pieces that create the space. And color is the emotional
layer that creates a sense of place.”
Inspiration comes to French in all forms but is heavily
influenced by her fine arts background studying metal
sculpture at Wake Forest University. “I enjoy popping
into local art galleries, following artists and other interior
designers on Instagram, as well as spending my own free
time painting and reading,” French says. “I like to play
music in the background as I play with different combinations of colors and forms. The design process is iterative and
requires both exploration and the ability to quickly self-edit.”
Creating spaces that are truly unique to each of her
clients is how French approaches each project she begins.
“Each plan is entirely unique by design. It all starts with the
client—who they are, what they want, how do they want to
live their best life. I want to hear about what they love about
their current space and what they want to change. And then
we move into determining their aesthetic happy place.”

2

off & away
Places to explore, treasures to discover

Photography Courtesy of Tourism Whistler.
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COURTESY OF TOURISM WHISTLER/KARINA ERHARDT.

WELCOME to WHISTLER
BRITISH COLUMBIA MAY BE BEST KNOWN FOR ITS WINTER SKI SLOPES AND COZY
FIRESIDES, BUT THERE’S REALLY NO BETTER TIME THAN SPRING TO VISIT WHISTLER, BC.
AS THE DAYS GROW LONGER AND WARMER, THIS PICTURESQUE ALPINE MOUNTAIN
TOWN OFFERS PLENTY OF ADVENTURES OFF THE SLOPES. TAKE A BIKE RIDE THROUGH
WILDFLOWER FIELDS AND PAST SNOW-CAPPED PEAKS OR ENJOY A HIKE AROUND A
GLACIER-FED LAKE. CATCH A HELICOPTER RIDE TO TOUR AN ICE CAVE. OR SIMPLY
RELAX AND SPEND AN AFTERNOON AT A SCANDINAVIAN-INSPIRED SPA FOLLOWED
BY AN EVENING WITH S’MORES AND WINE AROUND AN OUTDOOR FIREPIT. AND,
DON’T WORRY, IF YOU MAKE IT BEFORE THE END OF MAY, THOSE SLOPES ARE STILL
OPEN, AND THE POWDER IS AS PERFECT AS EVER.

Written by Sarah Crosland
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travel

STAY

COURTESY OF FOUR SEASONS WHISTLER.

A crackling fire and mountain views greet you at the
rustic-meets-elegant Four Seasons Whistler. Just a
short stroll to the nearby car-free village and an even
shorter walk to the ski lifts, the resort is nestled at the
base of Blackcomb and Whistler mountains.
It offers all of the luxuries you’d expect at a Four
Seasons—from a firepit-side cocktail bar to Evian
spritzes as you lounge poolside. Not that you’ll want
to spend much time lounging in this adrenaline-fueled
town. In addition to gorgeous golf courses, a ski
concierge experience, and horseback riding, the resort’s
more exhilarating offerings include helicopter rides
to explore ice chambers and even bear watching. And
at the end of the day, the Four Seasons’
inviting rooms—each with its own
fireplace and balcony—are perfect for
unwinding in plush beds before setting
out on your next adventure.
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EAT

Whistler may feel like a remote
Pacific Northwest village, but make
no mistake, this is a food destination
serving up sophisticated fare and
global flavors. Tucked into the center
of Whistler Village is perhaps its most
well-known restaurant, Araxi, where
James Beard–nominated chef James
Walt has garnered international
accolades for his focus on regional
farms and seafood.
Just down the street, you’ll find
Araxi’s sister restaurant, Bar Oso.
This tiny but lively
spot is known
Sidecut
for its tapas and
cocktails. Snag a
stool at the bar and
start with one of the
charcuterie boards,
heaped high with
cured meats and
artisanal cheeses.
This is the kind of
place where you can
start your night with
a snack or settle
in for an evening
of flavorful small
plates.

One of the village’s best dining
destinations only has a few scattered
tables and always requires a wait in line.
Purebread bakery, which is known for
its buttery croissants, creatively flavored
scones (think Earl Grey with lavender
icing), and savory pastries, is a favorite
for fueling up before a day outdoors—and
always worth the wait.
For the best view alongside your bites,
catch the gondola to the top of Blackcomb
for a sunny lunch on the patio at Christine’s
on Blackcomb in the Rendezvous Lodge. Its
perch offers panoramic views, and its menu

Bar Oso

Bar Oso

SIDECUT: COURTESY OF FOUR SEASONS WHISTLER; BAR OSO AND ARAXI:
COURTESY OF TOPTABLE GROUP.

Araxi

features remarkably delicious fare (order
the albacore tuna with black-pepper aioli)
for a mountaintop restaurant.
And wherever you choose to dine, plan
on completing your culinary adventures for
the day on the heated terrace of the Four
Seasons’ Sidecut restaurant, where you’ll
find a vintage camper serving cocktails
perfect for sipping by the firepit late into
the evening.
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Each summer, the
traveling dinner party
known as Outstanding in
the Field (OITF) sets its
signature long table in the
stunning emerald-green
valley at the base of the
Coast Mountains, just half
an hour from Whistler.
Set on a working fruit
orchard and vegetable
farm, the dinner is
prepared by a notable
British Columbia chef
and then enjoyed familystyle in the lush field.
It’s a magical afternoon
and evening that includes
summery cocktails in the
gardens, a tour through
bushes heavy with plump
berries, and incomparable
dinner views. To purchase
tickets and learn more
about the dinner, visit
outstandinginthefield.com
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PHOTOGRAPHY BY SARAH CROSLAND.

OUTSTANDING
The Draftsman
IN THE FIELD

CAR RYIN G HIGH DESIGN AND Q UALIT Y FUR NITUR E • INTER IO R DESIGN S ERV ICES AVAILAB LE

Creating beautiful rooms
SINCE 1939
North Raleigh • 5640 Capital Boulevard • 919-954-0025
Monday through Friday 10 - 6 • Saturday 10 - 5 • Closed Sunday
Visit our website at www.waysidefurniturehouse.com
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mountains. Or hike from the hotel through
wooded trails to Lost Lake, where you’ll
find a sandy beach and a tree-shaded loop
around the lake.
The most relaxing way to spend a day
here, though, may be at the Scandinave
Spa, a mountainside spa where outdoor
baths are tucked among cedar trees. Warm
up in a wood-burning sauna before plunging
into an icy pool. Relax in a steaming hot
bath before stepping under a Nordic
waterfall. Or simply settle into one of the
hammocks, breathing in the clear mountain
air at this ultimate wellness destination.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: COURTESY OF TOURISM WHISTLER/MIKE CRANE;
COURTESY OF TOURISM WHISTLER; COURTESY OF FOUR SEASONS WHISTLER.

There’s no denying that this beautiful
mountain village is a favorite for adrenaline
junkies. Whistler Blackcomb has more
than 2,200 acres of black and double-black
runs. The Whistler Sliding Centre offers
the chance to bobsled down a track at more
than eighty miles per hour. And the town

boasts North America’s longest zipline,
which spans more than 1.2 miles. With
these kinds of stats, things like the Four
Seasons’ helicopter ride to explore natural
ice caves or whitewater rafting down one of
the nearby rivers seem relatively relaxing.
For those who prefer their fun with a
slightly less elevated heart rate, there’s no
shortage of easy hikes and bike rides in the
area. Rent a bike from
the Four Seasons and
cycle to Rainbow Park
for breathtaking views of
Whistler and Blackcomb
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Moore and Limer painted the dining room in
Sherwin-Williams “Tricorn Black” to create a
dramatic and more modern room. The Halo
crystal chandelier by RH Modern casts an
elegant sheen in the room at night.

MODERN
MOVEMENT
DESIGNERS CARRIE MOORE AND GRAYSON
LIMER CREATE A MODERN MASTERPIECE INSIDE
A TRADITIONAL RALEIGH NEIGHBORHOOD,
PERFECT FOR AN INTERNATIONAL FAMILY TO
RETURN HOME TO STATESIDE.

Interior Design by Carrie Moore and Grayson Limer | Text by Blake Miller | Photography by Lissa Gotwals
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THIS PAGE: Moore and Limer love to mix
antiques with modern pieces even in high-traffic
areas such as the kitchen. Here, an antique wool
Oushak runner found at the Boho Flea Market,
Ankara, adds a dose of traditional to the otherwise
contemporary kitchen.
OPPOSITE: The designers love to mix aesthetics,
which is what they did in the entryway where
they coupled a modern Ercol bench in an ombre
green from Chapel Hill’s Palette & Parlour with the
traditional Countess mirror from Julian Chichester
and antique Afghan hand-knotted wool.
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D

esigners Carrie Moore and Grayson Limer
were faced with a challenge. Their clients
were moving back to the Raleigh area after
spending the last decade living in a highrise building overseas, and the transition
from apartment living to suburban life was
quite the jump. “The scale of everything is so different when
you live in an apartment versus a single-family home,” says
Moore. Luckily, the duo had little to work around—with the
exception of planning the design scheme with an internationally based client—when it came to the transition.
“Coming from apartment living, we knew we were going
to need some help given that we weren’t bringing much with

us,” says the homeowner. “And there are such varying sizes of
furnishings for a larger home compared to apartments that we
really didn’t know where to start.”
What they did know, however, was that they wanted
modern interiors and ample outdoor space. “We really wanted
a sizable backyard for more outdoor living,” the homeowner
explains. The modern farmhouse, which was nearly double
the square footage of their previous residence, was scooped up
during their transfer to the States. “It was such a positive,
wonderful change to have the extra space and outdoor living
area coming from high-rise living.”
Inside, the architectural details added by Midtown Custom
Homes, which designed and built the home, skew modern.
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THIS PAGE: To balance the more traditional coffered ceilings
of the family room, the designers added mid-century modern
pieces such as the French Modernist armchairs, the bleached
maple and Carrara marble Ibsen coffee table from Elijah Leed
Studio in Durham, and the brass pharmacy lamp by Visual
Comfort from Darnell & Company.
OPPOSITE: The master bedroom’s sitting area is a relaxing
retreat complete with the ultra-comfortable Verellen swivel
occasional chairs and Verellen ottoman accented with walnut
legs, both covered in a cozy charcoal bouclé. Rattan and brass
articulating sconces by Arteriors provide ample reading light.
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“We were really drawn to those details,” says the homeowner,
“but we also wanted the interior design to be warm, inviting,
and very clean and modern feeling. Nothing could be too
trendy or too precious.”
With these directives in mind, Moore and Limer began
pulling together an aesthetic that would check off all their
clients’ must-have criteria, which included openness to design
risks. “They wanted some surprises mixed in,” explains
Moore. “They didn’t want their home to be the same thing
everybody else has.” The designers applied this approach in
the dining room, which opens into the large family room and
kitchen. “We really wanted the room to flow well with the
adjacent great room, which already had black detailing with
the bookshelves, fireplace, and coffered ceilings,” says Limer.
So the duo chose Sherwin-Williams “Tricorn Black” for the
dining room walls and trim, which the homeowners were
hesitant about at first. “Now, we absolutely love it,” she says.
To give added interest to the dining room, Moore and Limer
added the wainscoting below a minimal chair rail, a traditional
detail made modern by painting it the same hue as the rest
of the walls. “With so many windows in the space, the black
feels sophisticated and edgy in what could have otherwise
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THIS PAGE: The designers pushed the envelope in the sitting room
where they added a pair of sofas by TRNK swathed in a stunning,
dramatic plum fabric by Pindler. The adjacent Jeanneret lounge chairs
by France & Son provide a mid-century modern edge to the space.
OPPOSITE TOP: Moore and Limer kept the guest bedroom
minimal and modern with furnishings in cleans lines such as the
vintage Milo Baughman burlwood gentleman’s chest coupled with the
Studio 54 occasional chair swathed in a Maharam pink mohair.
OPPOSITE BOTTOM: The clean-lined bed by Cane Collection
is complemented by the white marble table by Lorenzo
topped with crystal-cut lamps purchased at Rejuvenation.
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LEFT: The neutral hue on the master bedroom
walls, “Alpaca” by Sherwin-Williams, and
headboard covered in a textured linen weave
by Perennials are juxtaposed with darker
details as seen in the custom Villa Nova “Mala”
window treatments.

been a very traditional area of the
home,” explains Moore. The crystal
RH Modern chandelier provides
elegance to the space and stuns at
night against the dark walls and
finishes. To balance the modern, the
designers layered natural finishes
such as the custom-designed dining
table created by local artist Elijah
Leed Studio and dining chairs by
Gubi via Chapel Hill’s Palette &
Parlor, which are swathed in a
neutral velvet by Jab Anstoetz.
Throughout the home, the
designers continued to push the
envelope with their clients. In the
sitting room a pair of TRNK sofas
in a deep purple Pindler fabric
anchor the space. “It’s one of the
first rooms you see when you
enter the home so we wanted to
give it instant drama,” says Limer
of the seating, which is accented
by custom lumbar pillows in a
bold floral fabric by Maharam.
“We really weren’t so sure about
the purple sofas at first but now
they’re one of our favorite things
in the house,” says the homeowner. Architectural details such
as the trim work on the walls
were painted in Sherwin-Williams
“Pewter Cast,” to complement the
plum hue.
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Even the children’s bedrooms are decidedly modern with
fun design twists. Their son’s bedroom features a mid-century
modern Nook bed by BluDot painted in a neutral “Edwards
Navy” and is complemented by artwork of the Bronx subway
system, a playful addition.
Despite the initial push outside their comfort zone, the
homeowners are thrilled with the end result. “We really wanted
something different, something more modern, and definitely
less traditional,” the homeowner says. “We know what we like
and don’t like but just don’t know how to execute it. Carrie and
Grayson were really able to achieve the aesthetic we wanted.” 

OPPOSITE TOP: The Lollygagger lounge chairs from Loll Designs at Design
Within Reach are a playful, modern take on traditional Adirondack chairs.
OPPOSITE LEFT: Outdoor living space was a top priority for the homeowners,
so Moore and Limer wanted to make it as livable and comfortable as possible.
Wicker armchairs and a sectional sofa both by Summer Classics are cozy and
perfect for relaxing.
OPPOSITE RIGHT: Moore and Limer designed the patio with comfort and
style in mind. The pair of chairs by Janus Et Cie are comfortable but also
stylish in the classic stripe fabric. The garden stool is from Noir.
ABOVE: Farrow & Ball’s “Skylight” on the walls sets the tone for the playful
little boy’s bedroom. A Nook bed by BluDot painted in “Edwards Navy”
complements the artwork of the Bronx subway system.
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Thin Brick · Installs Anywhere · Changes Everything

Adding thin brick to your home doesn’t have to be a major undertaking. We’ve got
all the steps to get you started — and the best part? You can do it on your own!
Ask a General Shale representative for details today!
generalshale.com | 919-828-0541
8820 Westgate Park Drive, Raleigh, NC 27617

Thin Brick Flat and Corner Pieces

Myatt Landscaping & Construction brought in
mature trees from Maryland to provide instant
privacy to the backyard. Pickett and Stewart
helped design the L-shaped pool, which features a
modern checkerboard tile accent.
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HIDDEN
GEM
ONE COUPLE TOOK ADVANTAGE OF THEIR
UNUSED BASEMENT AND TRANSFORMED
IT INTO THEIR OWN PRIVATE OASIS.

Interior Design by Judy Pickett & Christie Stewart | Styling by Kathryn Lott
Text by Blake Miller| Photography by Jane Beiles
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I

t took about two years before Jim and Carol Noble
knew exactly what they wanted. After purchasing
their Cary home in 2012 from its original homeowners, who had done very little to the 10,000-square-foot
home, the Nobles decided to live in the house before
making any hasty design decisions. “We said, let’s see
how we feel, and let things evolve organically so that we can see
how we want to use each space,” says Carol.
It wasn’t until Jim’s chance meeting with builder Jon Rufty
of Rufty Homes at lunch one day that the couple decided the
time had come to start redesigning their bare-bones basement
space into the entertaining and lounging area they both envisioned. “Jim met Jon at lunch, they started talking, and soon
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we were discussing the whole redesign of the basement,” says
Carol referring to the unfinished ground floor space, which
flowed out to the minimally-designed backyard. “We had
a vision for that, too,” says Carol. “We’d pulled pages from
magazines. Saved inspiration images.” One of those photos
was of a secluded beach in the Caribbean. “It was white sand
and turquoise blue water and very private and we were like,
‘That is what we want!’ We don’t travel a lot so we wanted our
backyard to be an oasis, a secluded space where we can relax
all day or entertain large groups of friends and family without
it ever feeling cramped.”
Rufty recommended the Nobles bring on designers Judy
Pickett and Christie Stewart from Design Lines, Ltd. to col-

laborate on not only the interior design of the bottom floor
but also the backyard. Together with Myatt Landscaping &
Construction, the team created an ultra-secluded oasis in
the backyard, complete with towering trees brought in from
Maryland for ultimate privacy, a travertine patio, and an
L-shaped pool featuring a checkerboard tile detail and Caribbean blue-colored stone on the bottom to mimic the ocean.
“They took a backyard with four trees and a basic cement pad
and transformed it into this breathtaking oasis,” says Carol.
The basement, which was partially finished, was designed
to complement the backyard. “We entertain all the time
and we have a large family so we needed there to be enough
space indoors and out to accommodate everyone,” says Carol.

LEFT: The Nobles wanted a private backyard retreat that could accommodate
their family of four as well as large family gatherings. The patio was designed
as an alfresco terrace overlooking the pool, which Design Lines helped
design. The patio furniture is by Janus et Cie.
RIGHT: The Nobles’ Cary home was designed by architect Carter Skinner and
builder Ange Signature Homes, who designed the main level while Jon Rufty
of Rufty Homes completed the basement renovation.
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ABOVE: Laura Grandlienard of ROCKin’teriors collaborated with Rufty, Pickett, and Stewart to design
the downstairs bar, the centerpiece to the renovated basement. Leather bar stools are by R. Jones.
RIGHT: Jim’s home office needed to be comfortable and a touch masculine so Pickett and Stewart
kept the same neutral color palette but layered in pieces such as the desk by Century Furniture and
geometric hair-on-hide rug by Kravet.

Pickett and Stewart could see the Nobles’ vision and went to work designing
a comfortable space to relax daily for the homeowners, but also an ideal place
to host friends and family. “A lot of the basement was unused space and it was
not laid out very well,” says Pickett. The renovation resulted in the creation of a
lounge area with a television and a “sectional, which we just love to lay around on
as a family,” says Carol. The designers also added a bar area, dining space, game
table area, wine room, and a bedroom and bathroom.
But once the downstairs was completed, it became wildly apparent to the
Nobles that their upstairs living area was in desperate need of updating as well.
“We had this amazing downstairs space and then you’d walk upstairs and you’d
think, ‘Ugh, this paint color is awful’ or ‘this furniture is so dark’,” says Carol of
the heavy color palette that dominated the main living areas. “We immediately
knew that we need Judy and Christie to transform our main living spaces the
same way they had in the lower level.”
“They wanted the upstairs to be as beautiful as the downstairs,” says
Stewart. “They wanted a fresh, lighter look that reflected them. They’re energetic and loving and very welcoming.” With those cues in mind, the designers
reworked the existing dark and dated spaces into brighter, more soothing and
livable rooms. The dining room received one of the biggest transformations.
“There was really heavy drapery in there that blocked a lot of the light,”
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explains Stewart. Custom dining chairs and a dining table
with a mirrored top, both by Guy Chaddock, coupled with
the mirror on the opposing wall, help reflect light in the
space. Artwork by artist Tiril Benton from Sozo Gallery adds
a pop of color to the otherwise neutral room.
Elsewhere in the master bedroom, the designers took
a one-time dark space and altered it to become a serene,
calming retreat for the Nobles. “It was all heavy wood tones
and all brown in the master bedroom,” says Pickett. “Restful
colors enhance the scale and lines of the furnishings.”
Italian percale linen bedding by Legacy Home combined
with an upholstered end-of-bed-bench by Alfonso Marina
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and Kravet loveseat in cool tones are soothing and relaxing.
The four-posted bed by Century Furniture is the ideal juxtaposition. “We needed the scale of a poster bed, the drama of
off-black, and the glam of metal fittings against the lighter
tones,” says Pickett.
The rest of the home was approached similarly by
wiping away the dark, overdone tones and patterns and
replacing them with a lighter, brighter and more timeless
color palette and sophisticated décor. “Now when you walk
upstairs it’s not so jarring,” says Carol. “It really flows
seamlessly from the downstairs to the main living space.
And we absolutely love all of it.” 

LEFT: The designers gave the dining room a complete makeover by
stripping the dark draperies and furniture and replacing it with lighter
pieces such as the dining chairs by Guy Chaddock and artwork by Tiril
Benton.
TOP RIGHT: Jim hosts friends for regular card nights and uses this game
area frequently. The table is by Hickory White, chairs by Hickory Chair, and
draperies by Kravet.
BOTTOM RIGHT: Pickett and Stewart kept the furniture modern and clean
with the addition of the Lillian August bedside tables, four-poster bed by
Century Furniture, and armless chair by EJ Victor.
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Hutchison chose teak for the Kingsley Bate
rockers, sofas, and chairs, as well as a coffee
table by Modway Furniture because the
material “weathers beautifully.”
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R AND R
A COUPLE’S BEACH GETAWAY EXUDES A COASTAL
FEEL WITHOUT FEELING OVERDONE.

Interior Design by Kate Hutchison| Text by Jill Waldbieser| Photography by Anna Routh
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LEFT: The family room features textural elements like seagrass, used for the
Capa rug, Society Social chairs, and Napa Home & Garden accent stools add
a beach-y feel. A pair of upholstered Wesley Hall swivel chairs and built-in
window seats accommodate a crowd. Custom pillows by Jane Churchill,
Peter Fasano, Arabel, Schumacher, and Fabricut complete the look.

E

veryone can relate to the feeling
of not wanting a beach vacation to
end. For Grace and A.B. Henley, the
solution was clear: extend their beach
stay indefinitely with a family home
in Ocean Isle, North Carolina.
Grace grew up in the coastal town and beach living was a
family tradition, one she wanted to extend to her college-aged
children and, hopefully, future grandchildren. Because she and
A.B. envisioned a place where family would visit for years to
come, they knew they had to make it as accessible as it was
elegant. Raleigh-based interior designer Kate Hutchison, principal
of Kate.H.Design, helped them do just that.
“They didn’t want the house to feel too serious,” Hutchison says. “Being able to live in it practically was important
to them. They wanted a place that was like them—warm,
inviting, relaxed, and fuss-free.”
Hutchison delivered a design that suits the name the family
ultimately gave the house: Charis—the Greek word for grace. It was
a name that not only honored the woman of the house, but also the
boat her father had when she was growing up. And it’s appropriate
because as Grace says, “We feel really blessed.”
The Henleys brought Hutchison on board early in the process
after falling in love with her online portfolio. She worked with them
to nail down a style even as the walls were being raised and drywall
hung, selecting tile and paint colors in tandem, a process that
helped with the flow and overall cohesive feeling of the design.
The goal was to design a space that was “future friendly” in both
form and function. They wanted to be able to entertain family and
friends who would visit, all with a design that had a timeless feel. “I
didn’t want to be able to look back and say, ‘Oh yeah, that style was
popular in 2019,’” Grace says.
The home’s just-under-3,000 square-feet are spread out over
three floors, in what Hutchison calls “a reverse floor plan.” The
living and dining areas are on the top floors to maximize the water
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TOP: Practicality was at the forefront of the dining room’s design. The Made
Goods table is an indoor/outdoor model in a gray-washed teak finish, and
the Four Hands chair fronts were reupholstered in a white vinyl Romo fabric
that looks like leather but is wipeable so there’s no fussing over spills. To pull
in some color and pattern, Hutchison reupholstered the end chair backs in
Scalamandré blue and white ikat, which tied in to the family room perfectly.
The rope orb chandeliers are by Regina Andrew.
BOTTOM: “Because we did not have to accommodate a dining area on
this porch, we really wanted to maximize seating,” says Hutchison.
The fabrics are all durable indoor-outdoor selections from Thibaut and
Kravet. The accent tables are periwinkle kiln-glazed garden stools from
the Van Cleve Collection.

views, with the bedrooms on the lower levels. A large sliding door
opens to the main porch, tying the indoor and outdoor spaces
together seamlessly and expanding the entertaining area. “We’ll do
yoga stretches on that porch, or congregate with friends and have
cocktails while we enjoy beautiful sunsets,” Grace says.
Inside, they wanted a clean, uncluttered look that reflected the
coastal surroundings without seeming cliché. Hutchison opted for
a color palette of clean white and nautical blues to set the tone. “The
way she uses color is fabulous,” says Grace. “It’s rich, it’s youthful,
yet she uses it very appropriately in different situations. Our primary
home is Georgian and she translated that very well here at the beach.”
Hutchison’s palette also acts as a backdrop for the vibrant
art that hangs everywhere. “The Henleys’ appreciation of art is
amazing,” says the designer. “They were very intentional about how
they went about purchasing it over the three-year period when this
house was being built.”
“Once we knew we were going to do this project, we just started
looking [for art]. I don’t have any special training, I just know
what I love and I love discovering new artists,” Grace says. “Plus,”
she adds, “art is personal, and something you can leave for your
children and grandchildren to enjoy for years – unlike furniture,
which can get outdated.”
Once they agreed where a piece would live, Hutchison would
draw on the colors in the painting for the rest of the décor. The
console that separates the kitchen from the living area, for instance,
was painted a deep blue to coordinate with a large painting Grace
bought for the family room. And a grouping of oyster plates in her
daughter’s bathroom, which had hung in Grace’s childhood beach
house, coordinates beautifully with a painting she found for the
adjacent bedroom. “We wanted the art to convey the full selection of
colors and tones, and vice versa,” A.B. says.
Other standouts include a set of abstract portraits of Grace and
A.B. that hang above one another outside the bar, and a beach scene
commissioned from Anna Vaughs. The commissioned piece was done
in two panels so that they could be placed over doors that conceal the
flat screen television in the living area. “It was Kate’s idea to split it,”
says Grace. “We watch TV, but when you’re at the beach sometimes
you just want to turn off all your electronics and enjoy it.”
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The first-floor rec room is a cozy rainy
day spot where comfort was a priority.
The custom Wesley Hall sectional and
Nourison poufs can be used for extra
seating and slide away neatly under the
acrylic coffee table by Ballard Designs.
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“Enjoying it” also meant designing for practical things, like kids
running in and sitting on the furniture in wet bathing suits, or the
family’s two dogs—a Cavalier King Charles spaniel-poodle mix and
golden retriever. To that end, Hutchison says, all the upholstery is
done in performance-grade Krypton indoor-outdoor fabric, which
they chose in lieu of slipcovers because it’a more tailored look. The
dining room seating is done in what Hutchison calls “extremely
wipeable” vinyl that looks and feels like leather and is pretty close
to indestructible. Even the delicate-looking clear acrylic stools at
the kitchen island are sturdy, comfortable, and easy to clean.
Hutchison chose materials that look better with wear, like
teak patio furniture, which as it ages, creates a nice natural
finish, and honed Carrera marble countertops. “Honed marble is
more forgiving,” she says. “The Henleys are relaxed and casual
and marble wears over time with a space so it speaks to how
they live. It’s like leather. The first time a dog jumps up and
scratches it you get worried, but after ten years you get this
beautiful patina and weathered look.”
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These materials also underpin the subtle nautical scheme.
“We wanted a coastal vibe, but without putting a seahorse on everything,” Hutchison says. She executed this with lots of texture:
rope and rattan; sea glass; a coco bead chandelier in a powder
room; horizontal shiplap on the walls and vertically on the customdesigned range hood in the kitchen—the focal point between two
windows. Even the laundry room doggie door, cleverly disguised
as a cabinet, has a decorative metal insert.
“The overall, cohesive feeling of the whole house is what I really
love about it,” says Hutchison. “We were able to blend this casual yet
sophisticated feeling. It’s inviting and comfortable and beautiful.”
The owners agree. Grace recalls that just five days after moving in,
the family left for a trip. While they were gone, Hutchison added the
finishing touches and staged the house for their arrival. “It was so much
fun to walk in and see pictures hung, plates out, books on shelves,”
Grace says. “It was like Christmas. It was better than Christmas.”
Even better still, she goes on, is living in the space every day since.
“When all the fanfare is over, it truly is such a livable space.” 

TOP: The master bedroom is a quiet escape, with warmer neutrals and natural finishes
setting a serene scene. The Modern History lacquered bed has brass-inlay detailing
echoed by the neutral trim on the white matelassé shams and coverlet by Legacy Linens.
Schumacher custom euro shams in an ikat pattern complement the scheme, and a
Fabricut light blue bolster pillow finishes it off. The bedside tables are by Woodbridge
Furniture; the lamps are Fox Mill Co.; the rug is by Jaipur. The custom drapery panels,
valance, and roman shades with blackout lining use fabric by Pindler and Fabricut.
BOTTOM: The double sink in the master bathroom has custom towel holders built into
the cabinetry, which is by Fantasy Kitchen & Cabinets. The sconces are by Visual Comfort.
The woven rope chandeliers are by Jeffan. Cabinet hardware is by Top Knobs.
OPPOSITE: Because the kitchen opens to the colorful family room, Hutchison used
a more muted palette in the kitchen: white custom cabinets and shiplap on the
range hood by Fantasy Kitchens and Counters; honed Carrera marble counters;
Ashley Norton chrome drawer pulls; and Element glass subway tile in Mist for the
backsplash. The light fixtures are by Visual Comfort. The acrylic and nickel counter
stools are by Gabby.
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Featured Advertiser Editorial

BEGIN WITH

LOVE

In this Asian-inspired bathroom, love equals luxury.
Written by Dana W. Todd
Photography by Jennifer Robertson Photography

B

etsy Bardi of Bardi Designs has a philosophy
she shares with many of her clients: Start with
something you love. Whether it’s a piece of
artwork or a statement rug, beginning a room’s
redesign with one special piece as the inspiration
simplifies the design direction and ensures the
finished project is one the homeowner will want to live with for a
very long time.
One of Bardi’s clients took her advice in a big way, choosing a
wish-list item of a Japanese soaking tub as his “love” item for a

master bathroom redesign. And Bardi delivered in a big
way, with a custom natural-stone soaking-tub hand carved
in Mongolia.
“There was a lot of engineering and logistics getting this
5,000 pound tub to his home, but it serves as the inspiration for
everything else in the room,” Bardi says. “We chiseled away the
bottom of the stone so the base looks natural and adds texture
and drama. The rest of the soaking tub is polished.”
The entire look is organic and texture-rich, with the tub sitting
in a bed of polished tiger’s-eye river rocks and decking made of
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“WE WERE TRYING TO
ACTIVATE ALL THE
SENSES IN THIS
ASIAN-INSPIRED ROOM.”
—BETSY BARDI

marine-grade teak leading up to the tub’s edge. A 3D
vertical natural-stone tile behind the tub resembles
reed-like bamboo, adding another layer of texture.
“We packed a lot into this eighteen-by-twelve master
bath. It’s a fully custom room with well-appointed fixtures
and luxury touches throughout,” Bardi says. These design
touches include Dornbracht fixtures, large twenty-fourby-twenty-four textured Spanish tile on the back wall of a
steam shower, a custom-cut Dekton “wave” bench with a
live edge, a teak pocket door that leads to the water closet,
and Dekton sinks integrated into a double vanity.
The luxury touches add a zen feel throughout the
spa-like space. An oxblood-red water feature, which
introduces a calming sound element to the room,
doubles as a floor-length mirror when turned off.
Heated natural-stone floors are a welcome addition
when stepping out of the tub or shower.
“We were trying to activate all the senses in this Asianinspired room,” Bardi says. “Sound, light, and texture
all play a part and move the eye around the room where
there’s always something interesting to see.”
Natural elements, such as a view of a Japanese
maple planted outside the bathroom window
and viewable from the soaking tub, as well as a
preserved Bonsai tree sitting on the vanity, add
another level of aah. All the details add up to a
luxury room that spares no detail. And it all started
with that one first love.u
Contact BARDI DESIGNS at 919-803-5251
or BARDIDESIGNS.COM.
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Let us take that
off your hands.

Redecorating or remodeling?
Schedule your free donation pick-up today.
The ReStores collect new and gently used cabinets, appliances, building
materials, furniture and more. When you donate to the ReStores, you’re
supporting Habitat’s mission to build more affordable homes in the Triangle.

wakerestore.org/donate-now • 919.374.8631
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HOME IMPROVEMENTS

BASEMENT BEAUTY

Maintain an indoor-outdoor connection with a walk-out basement.
Written by Dana W. Todd

Photography by New View Photography
Bost Custom Homes

A

walk-out basement is a bonus feature—a
place to relax and entertain in a recreation
space, a place to accommodate aging parents,
or the perfect spot for a home gym. In a
new construction situation, the chosen lot
may have a natural topography for building
a basement. In such cases, it is most cost-effective to do so, according to Evan Bost of Bost Custom Homes, but it’s important
to properly plan a comprehensive design of how the walk-out
basement area will coordinate with outdoor living elements.

88 HOME DESIGN & DECOR TRIANGLE | APRIL/MAY 2020

“In a walk-out basement house, the main living area is
elevated from the backyard, so there can be a dysfunction
between the spaces if it is not designed properly,” Bost says.
Let’s say a homeowner has a basement that will serve as a
billiard room and entertainment bar, but there is also a pool,
a pool deck, and an outdoor kitchen on the wish list. In many
basement scenarios, the homeowner would be left with a pool or
lower patio about twelve feet below the main living area, leaving
an awkward segue between indoor and outdoor living. “There
are several ways to address such a situation,” Bost says.

Rethink the huge porch off the
main living area. Since this area
is essentially the second floor of
a basement house, due to a large
overhang the porch’s depth shades
the majority of sunlight from
outdoor spaces contiguous to the
house. Designing the porch off to
one side addresses this light issue
and makes the outdoor space more
inviting. Bost explains, “Shifting
the house design so the porch is off
the kitchen or family room on one
side of the house allows a portion
of the walk-out basement to be
fully daylit, which reduces the
dungeon effect. If the topography
is sloping from left to right, it’s
possible to have walk-out outdoor
Photography by Wicked Awesome 3D
living space on the main floor and
Bost Custom Homes
basement level across the back of
the house by using retaining walls
to hold up the high side of the lot and a staircase through the
retaining wall down to the basement level. This allows for some
yard access from the main floor. The trade-off is that a larger
portion of the basement is buried below-ground.”
In a porch reconfiguration, a homeowner can get even more
bang for the buck by using retractable clear-vinyl phantom
screens. These screens roll down on exposed porch walls to
create additional indoor living and entertainment flex space
during the colder months, and they roll up during warmer
seasons to extend outdoor living.
As an alternative suggestion, Bost suggests designing tiered
outdoor living spaces. For example, from an outdoor kitchen off
the main living area, tier down nine steps to a raised patio, and
then tier down nine more steps to the basement level. “Several
levels of tiered living spaces beat one giant set of steps,” he says.
“This design is more inviting for outdoor living, is easier for daily

“DESIGNING IN HARMONY
WITH THE LAND IS MOST
COST-EFFECTIVE AND
VISUALLY APPEALING.”
—EVAN BOST
use, and draws visitors through the space; however, a raised
patio is expensive to build unless it jives with the topography.
Designing in harmony with the land is most cost-effective and
visually appealing.”
Although building a walk-out basement is not hard to
implement, to achieve optimal home functionality and a
seamless experience, it takes planning on the part of a
custom homebuilder.u

Visit BOST CUSTOM HOMES at BOSTHOMES.COM
or call 919-460-1983.
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ma r k ra f t
A DIVISION OF

Best of

2020
DESIGN

KITCHENS

OUTDOOR KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

MUDROOMS

AND MORE

Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

919.362.7979

1051 Schieffen Rd., Apex, NC 27502

After 5pm & Saturdays by Appointment

919.362.9112

apexcabinet.com

Redefining Surfaces.
Redefining Kitchens.

Homes evolve by becoming
social spaces in which we do not
only cook, but we live in.
We have created a resistant
and durable material with
unlimited designs to create
spaces without boundaries.

New Dekton X-Gloss

Flooring Dekton Industrial Lunar
Kitchen Island Dekton Stonika Bergen

Find out more about the 25 years transferable Dekton warranty.
Look for inspiration and ﬁnd resources at cosentino.com

COSENTINO CENTER RALEIGH 221 S. Rogers Lane, Raleigh, NC 27610 | Ph: 919.231.8941
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HOME IMPROVEMENTS

SPA

STAYCATION
Escape to a spa-inspired bathroom.
Written by Dana W. Todd
Photography by Milepost Living

W

hether homeowners subscribe
to a contemporary, modern, or
traditional design aesthetic is not
important, according to designer
Rebecca Rotella with Kitchen & Bath
Galleries. Regardless of how they
approach design, there are certain features that can be incorporated into a bath-remodeling project to create a calm spa vibe.
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With the right choices, there’s no need to visit a spa. Relaxation
is right down the hall in the master bathroom.
For one homeowner, a high contrast look with a mixture of
soft white and dark tile turns a contemporary bathroom into a
spa-tastic experience. White tile in the shower paired with dark
slate tile floors and warm walnut cabinets topped with Carrara
marble countertops create a contrast that is surprisingly calm
and serene. Custom quartz shelves and custom-designed slim-

“SINCE THE MASTER BATHROOM IS THE FIRST THING
HOMEOWNERS SEE IN THE MORNING AND THE LAST
THING THEY SEE BEFORE BEDTIME, IT NEEDS TO
BE A CALMING SPACE.”
— REBECCA ROTELLA
lined mirror frames emphasize clean lines. The addition of a
special in-shower area for watering plants with a handheld
faucet adds another level to a restful spa mood.
Another homeowner moved in the opposite direction, adding
traditional features of marble on every hard surface, a sparkly
chandelier, an ornate clawfoot tub, and wainscot molding to a
bathroom remodel. “It is a refined traditional look with arch
details, decorative tile accents, and a luxurious shower with an
antiqued-mirror feature and multiple showerheads,” Rotella
says. “All of these details still spell S-P-A and are tied together
with a monochromatic white color palette.”
A third homeowner achieved a spa-like bathroom ambiance
in a different way, incorporating natural elements. This project
included a blended, creamy color palette of maple cabinetry with
Poppy Seed stain, a stacked-stone feature wall, and neutral wall

paint. An in-wall electric fireplace tucked beside a modern, cleanlined freestanding tub with modern hardware is truly luxurious.
Other touches such as a large walk-in shower with multiple
showerheads emphasize the spa look.
“Since the master bathroom is the first thing homeowners
see in the morning and the last thing they see before bedtime,
it needs to be a calming space,” says Rotella. “Overall, serene
natural elements such as wood, stone, marble, and plant
life go a long way toward creating a spa feel in the room. A
monochromatic color palette creates a clean, simple space that
is inviting. Other elements such as steam showers, body jets,
multiple showerheads, and freestanding tubs simply elevate
the luxury feel. This look can be achieved no matter whether
homeowners want a modern or traditional theme, or anything
in between.”u

Contact KITCHEN & BATH GALLERIES at 919-783-7100 or visit
KANDBGALLERIES.COM for inspiration.
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Featured Advertiser Editorial

LANDSCAPING

WHAT’S OLD
IS NEW AGAIN

Returning vibrancy to a maturing landscape.
Written by Dana W. Todd
Photography by Tad Davis
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“LIKE A HOUSE, YOU MAY BE ABLE TO MAINTAIN
A LANDSCAPE FOR A WHILE, BUT THERE COMES
A POINT WHERE YOU NEED A RENOVATION TO
IMPROVE AND UPDATE IT.”
—DAVID PAYNE

P

erhaps you have purchased
a beautiful home in an established neighborhood, with landscape past its prime. Or maybe
what once was a lush landscape
has gone shabby thanks to a
busy life with little free time to maintain. Or
even still, maybe your forever home has forever
landscaping that needs a facelift.
“There are many reasons why a landscape
may need to undergo a renovation,” says
David Payne of Home & Garden Landscapes.
“Perhaps many of the plants are past maturity,
overgrown, planted in inappropriate places,
have experienced pests, or are just planted
in the wrong climate for them. Like a house,
you may be able to maintain a landscape for a
while, but there comes a point where you need
a renovation to improve and update it.”
As a dynamic part of the estate, plants,
grass, flowers, and other landscape elements
are constantly changing. The myth that
planting perennials is a once-and-done project
is pervasive—often as pervasive as the nibbling
deer that invade our yards. Perennials don’t live
forever and need regular pruning, fertilizing,
and watering to thrive. If they are neglected,
weeds may take over and choke out the
preferred plants.
Sometimes foundational plants and trees
are planted too close to the house and are
overbearing in their mature states. Often a
homeowner may have the right plant located
in the wrong place. Occasionally, a plant is not
suited for a mild climate and may turn invasive;
for example, some varieties of Chinese privet
can displace native vegetation.
“Most homeowners know their landscapes
need help and know what they would like to

Contact HOME & GARDEN LANDSCAPES at 919-801-0211
to inquire about a new plan for your yard.

see but don’t know how to get there,” Payne
says. “At that point a professional landscaper
can help by sketching a new plan on paper,
illustrating what plants should remain, which
ones should move or be discarded, and what
new varieties can be added to balance the view.
A professional can help you start with a blank
slate even while you continue to stare at the
jungle outside the window.”
A renovation is a chance to rejuvenate the
landscape with fresh features and new patterns,
including sculptural art or even entertainment
essentials like an outdoor kitchen or fireplace.
A new plan enables homeowners to clear out a
section of the landscape and start anew.
Nothing lives forever, but a little tweak, a
little removal, a touch of pruning, and a few
additions can turn wild into wonderful.u
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Transform your home

our Home
Shutters
Reduce Your Power Bills
Add Equity to Your Home
Get Maximum Control of Light and Privacy
Free In-Home Consultation
No Interest if Paid in Full in 12 Months*
*Subject to credit approval.

$

919-752-4321
919-885-1599

Get up to

Minimum Order Required.

SunburstShuttersRaleigh.com
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Don’t Compromise on Quality!

• 100% made in America
• Add Equity to Your Home
• Get Maximum Control of Light and Privacy
• Best Window Insulator
• No Interest if Paid in Full in 12 Months*
*Subject to credit approval

Complete source for appliances,
cabinets, countertops,
plumbing fixtures, tile & design.

kandbgalleries.com
Cary
108 E. Chatham Street
919-467-6341

Chapel Hill
1201-J Raleigh Road
919-929-1590

Raleigh
8411 Glenwood Avenue
919-783-7100

Raleigh
4209 Lassiter Mill Road, Ste. 130
919-600-6200
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CONTRIBUTOR |SET IN STONE

PLATINO DARK
QUARTZITE
By Sunny Surana
Photography courtesy of Thor Granitos

Gray is a popular color for kitchen
countertops, especially in modern and
transitional homes, but I don’t see this
as just a trend.
Gray is a classic color, one that stands the test of time, yet
always appears fresh. That’s why a natural stone like Platino
Dark quartzite is an exciting option to install. CRS Marble &
Granite has partnered exclusively with Brazilian stone extraction
and processing company Thor Granitos to bring our customers
a beautiful natural stone option like Platino Dark. This quarry
recently previewed this product to fanfare at Vitória Stone Fair
Latin America.
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What’s so special about Platino Dark? For one, it makes a
strong statement with gorgeous dark gray to black veining on
a gray background with gradations from light to dark gray.
It’s a good choice for large surfaces such as kitchen islands,
floors, and fireplace surrounds, but its durability does not
limit it to indoor use. Platino Dark helps homeowners build a
modern look in their designs based on its color and the sleek
and simple movement of its veining. Due to its high density
and durability, it can be finished in many ways—polished,
honed, or brushed. As a natural stone, quartzite is known for
heat resistance, hardness, and reflecting the look of marble
without the maintenance. Platino Dark is no exception.

“PLATINO DARK HELPS HOMEOWNERS BUILD A MODERN LOOK IN
THEIR DESIGNS BASED ON ITS COLOR AND THE SLEEK AND SIMPLE
MOVEMENT OF ITS VEINING.”
Although photos of both quarried and installed slabs are quite
attractive, it’s best to choose this stone in person. Installing new
stone countertops happens, on average, no more than once every
fifteen years. It’s a big decision and one you’ll want to make in
person at the supplier’s showroom and not via photos on the
web, where colors can be deceiving. What you see online may be
the perfect vision of your dream kitchen or fireplace surround,
but it’s best to back that up with the full experience of visiting

the showroom in person and seeing the actual slab you are
considering. Remember, quartzite is a natural stone created
in the earth and, as such, there will be slight variations from
slab to slab.
Don’t take my word about the beauty of Platino Dark
quartzite. Visit our showroom to see for yourself if this natural
stone is a good match for your home design project.u

Contact Sunny Surana at CRS MARBLE & GRANITE’S Raleigh showroom
at 7521 Exhibit Court, visit CRSGRANITE.COM, or call 919-784-9282.

CELEBRATING FIFTEEN YEARS. FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED.

Raleigh Showroom
APRIL/MAY 2020 | HOME DESIGN & DECOR TRIANGLE 99

arts and culture

SPOTLIGHT

Spotlight Series: The Faces of Colombia: The Invisible Communities
Bev’s Fine Art
April 16–June 30
bevsfineart.com
Bev’s Fine Art will be exhibiting original artwork from North Carolina artists Donna Slade, Cora Ogden, and Deb Covington. The
exhibits will run for a month, with individual receptions for each artist. Donna Slade will open the Spotlight Series with a special
presentation of The Faces of Colombia: The Invisible Communities—a traveling exhibit that includes twenty original colored-pencil
paintings portraying the strength and dignity of Colombian activists and community leaders as they work for social justice and
change. The opening reception is on Thursday, April 16, from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. In May, the show will travel to The Centerpiece.

A Raisin in the Sun
Raleigh Little Theatre
April 10–26
raleighlittletheatre.org

Alun B:
Empowering Women
Artspace
Through April 25
artspacenc.org
April First Friday Spotlight: Wendy Varr Burgess
The Centerpiece
April 3
thecenterpiece.com
Celebrate spring’s arrival by attending First Friday at The
Centerpiece gallery where they will be featuring artist
Wendy Varr Burgess. Her ethereal, oceanic, mixed-media
pieces will engulf you like a rising tide. The opening
reception is on Friday, April 3, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. This
exhibition will run throughout the month of April.
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High Performance
Home Tour
Throughout the Triangle Area
April 25–26; May 2–3
hbadoc.com/green-home-tour

An Evening
with Ellis Paul
The Cary Theater
May 1
thecarytheater.com

All that Glitters—
Spark and Dazzle
from the Permanent
Collection
Gregg Museum of Art
& Design
Through July 12
gregg.arts.ncsu.edu

Good as Gold:
Fashioning
Senegalese Women
North Carolina Museum of Art
April 4- July 5
ncartmuseum.org

CLOSETS • GARAGE • HOME OFFICE • ENTERTAINMENT • WALL UNITS • WALL BEDS • PANTRY • CRAFT • LAUNDRY • MUD ROOM • WINE ROOM

At Last, Organization
Made Simple.

Now Offering
Online Appointments

REACH-IN CLOSET

OFFICE

WALL BED

GARAGE

Call (919) 773-8990 for a free in-home design consultation
and estimate or visit us online at closetfactory.com
Showroom: 2031 Production Dr., Apex, NC 27539
the art of organization
©2020 Closet Factory. All right reserved.
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Visit www.homedesigndecormag.com for additional photos from all of our feature homes and our local design resource guide.
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