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ON THE COVER: Architect
Parker Platt and CH
Architects designed this
modern sound-front in
Topsail, North Carolina
(page 42).

Blake Miller and Anne Marie Ashley
Co-Editors-in-Chief
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PORTRAIT: LAUREN KACZMARSKI; COVER PHOTO: TZU CHEN.
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The Triangle area has grown so much in the last
several years, and one of the best ways to mark that
evolution is in its artistic expression and architectural
innovation. Modern dwellings sitting down the street
from traditional Georgians that are across town from
midcentury-modern renovations offer a glimpse at
the diverse architecture in the area. New installations,
murals, or artistic mediums are not just hidden inside
our homes but are dotting our city’s landscapes and
neighborhoods in new and inspiring ways.
That home, or building, or sculpture we admire
as we walk or drive by daily is part of a fabric that is
weaved with the history, strength, and goals of the
Triangle in mind. And with our Arts + Architecture
issue, we aim to highlight these quiet moments as well
as the hardworking artisans who create this radiating
and comfortable city in which we live and work.
We take a trip to Topsail to admire one Raleigh
family’s modern beach home, while just inside Hayes
Barton lies a midcentury-modern stunner. And a
contemporary South Florida–inspired home right
outside Raleigh is created as a one-of-a-kind oasis.
Not to be outdone, the impressive interiors of each
home are filled with curated artwork that highlight
every architectural detail—and it’s in this symbiotic
relationship that inspiration resides.
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LIVING in ART
ARTIST ELEANOR SCOTT DAVIS’S EYE FOR COLOR AND COMPOSITION
TRANSLATES INTO A MODERN AND COLORFUL HOME FOR HER FAMILY.
WRITTEN BY BLAKE MILLER
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With ample space and
natural light, Davis’s studio
above the garage is ideal.
Here, her daughters Avery,
Julia, and Derby create their
own art with mom nearby.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY ERIN COMERFORD MILLER.

When Eleanor Scott Davis and
her husband, Hill, moved from
Winston-Salem to Raleigh
in 2016, the couple looked at
nearly forty homes. “Raleigh is
such a hot market, so oftentimes
the best homes would sell before
ever going public,” explains
Davis, who is well known for
her mixed media and abstract
acrylic paintings and stills. But
despite the number of homes
they viewed, when envisioning
a home for their growing family,
they kept going back to the
second one they toured.
Regardless of its cosmetic
flaws and slightly rundown appearance, the Davises could see
potential in the classic white
brick home located in Raleigh’s
Coley Forest neighborhood.
With four bedrooms in the
main home and a room above
the garage perfect for Davis’s
art studio, the home was
ideal. The couple purchased
the 3,500-square-foot home
and went to work updating
and, ultimately, infusing their
personalities into the interiors.
Davis first called on friend
and designer Anna Applegate
to assist with paint selections.
“I’m a painter but I can’t pick
out wall colors at all,” laughs
Davis. “I leave that up to the
professionals.” A coat of paint
immediately brightened the

BEV’S FINE ART
THE CENTERPIECE

STYLE

TOP RIGHT: Hill’s grandparents passed down the table in the dining room.
The wallpaper is by Wallquest, the China is Rothschild Bird by Herend, and the
tortoiseshell chargers are from K. Sweigart Collection.
BOTTOM: Davis loves chartreuse and designed Hill’s study with that as the base
wall color. The Cowtan & Tout Madame Butterfly fabric on the wing chair and throw
pillows by Clarence House and Brunschwig & Fils satisfy the artist’s love of bold color
and pattern. The blue glass sculpture is from Blue Print Gallery in Dallas, Texas.

previously mustard-colored walls and dark wood finishes, giving
Davis the blank canvas to which she’s accustomed. “My mother
has the most exquisite taste,” explains Davis of where she got
her intuitive sense of design and style. “She has a stunning
home and has always decorated it beautifully. Even now, it’s still
timeless and lovely.” Davis’s home is similar to her mother’s
in its aesthetic—traditional lines and furniture coupled with
modern art, much of it her own. “I really like antiques and
classic furniture but try to make it fresh and modern with
pattern, texture, and textiles,” she explains. “I like bold prints
and lots of modern art.”

20
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CLOCKWISE FROM THE LEFT: ERIN COMERFORD MILLER; ELEANOR SCOTT DAVIS; ANNA ROUTH.

TOP LEFT: Originally the living room was wrapped in grasscloth painted mustard
yellow, but Davis stripped it and installed a neutral Phillip Jeffries grasscloth in its
place. Then she added punches of color with artwork and pieces like the chartreuse
velvet chair.

ARTFULLY INSPIRED INTERIOR DESIGN

New Construction | Renovation & Remodeling | Decorating | Design Consultations
(919) 806-3638 | F O LLO W U S @M axHugoI nt eri ors | MAXHUGOINTERIORS.COM

STYLE

TOP: Davis wants to cultivate an appreciation of art in her three
daughters, so she incorporated artwork in each of their bedrooms,
including this piece by Davis. The baskets are from Serena & Lily and the
bedding is by Biscuit Home.
BOTTOM: The sunken sunroom addition includes ten-foot ceilings. Flush
with sunlight, the space is one of the most used in the home, especially as
a playroom for the couple’s three young girls. The blue sofa is by Dexter in
Raleigh while the painting is Davis’s own.

The home is the ideal balance of old and new, with family
heirlooms and passed-down pieces like Hill’s grandparent’s
dining table and the antique desk from Davis’s aunt, coupled
at every turn with the artist’s abstract artwork. Bold, colorful
prints like the Schumacher Exotic Butterfly on throw
pillows in the sunroom meld seamlessly with the painting
hung nearby—intentional juxtapositions that can be found
throughout the home.
The family has swelled to five since they moved into the
home, and the Davises are ecstatic that it fits the couple
and their three young daughters so perfectly. “We could see
the potential from the very beginning and are so happy we
chose it,” she says. u
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PHOTOGRAPHY BY ERIN COMERFORD MILLER.

RIGHT: The four-poster bed in the owner’s suite was built using a black
walnut tree Davis’s father felled decades before. In fact, the same tree
was used to create four beds—one for her father and mother, and one for
each of his children.

MARKET

WORLDS
COLLIDED
WHEN DESIGN, ART, AND
ARCHITECTURE COLLIDE, THE
WORLD BENEFITS FROM THE
CATACLYSMIC RESULTS.
WRITTEN BY ANNE MARIE ASHLEY
PRODUCED BY ASHLEY HOTHAM COX

Art comes in many forms, and
perhaps the most pervasive is
functional art: an art form that
provides a function to daily
life. Contemporary artist Daniel
Arsham has collaborated with
industry giant Kohler to create a
limited-edition bathroom sink that
combines the utterly unique with
the utterly every day. With just
ninety-nine manufactured, the
vitreous china and hand-poured
brass piece, Rock.01, combines
unrestrained creativity with the
production innovation of Kohler’s
3D printing process—the only
method by which Arsham’s complicated design could be made
tangible. “Rock.01 melds the
future of 3D-printing technology
with the most basic methods of
hand-cast brass,” Arsham says. “It
is literally the new resting on top of
the old, and I find that incredibly
poetic.” kohlercollective.com

RIGHTEOUS GEMS

Rocky Mountain Hardware, the leading manufacturer of solid bronze hardware, has
released Oasis, a sculptural hardware collection created in collaboration with renowned
architectural firm RAMSA. The new line features cabinetry and door hardware in natural
and organic forms, each with a level of detail only made possible by Rocky Mountain’s
advanced technology. “While designing Oasis, we were inspired by historic architectural references and the Arts and Crafts movement,” says Lawrence Chabra, RAMSA interiors studio
director and associate. “The result is a sculptural collection that juxtaposes the structural
quality of doors and millwork with the inventiveness and craftsmanship of jewelry, featuring
design elements that are similar to gem cutting.” rjacobsfph.com
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WELCOME TO THE
SURREAL WORLD

French design house Pierre Frey has teamed with the
ebullient designer Ken Fulk to create The Surreal World
collection—an array of fabrics, wallcoverings, and rugs
in dreamlike patterns and textures. Each design is a
celebration of neoclassical sculpture and brutalist architecture, gardens, and landscapes, and references
to illusionist works or surrealist parties. Offered in various
colors, the collection includes designs like the neoclassical, a tribute to the charm of Parisian architecture,
and hedgerow, an homage to the parterres of French
gardens and Escher’s illusionist works. Fulk’s signature
cheeky and cheerful nature shines through the designs
while the sophistication of Pierre Frey’s imagination is
palpable. pierrefrey.com

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP RIGHT: COURTESY OF PIERRE FREY; COURTESY OF ROCKY MOUNTAIN HARDWARE; COURTESY OF KOHLER.

WAXING
POETIC

STEVEN SHELL
LIVING
BORN IN LONDON
ENJOYED AROUND
THE WORLD
EST. 1992

“so much more than just a great furniture store”
Cameron Village
2030 Clark Ave. Raleigh, NC
@stevenshelllivingraleigh • 919.803.1033

Moultrie Plaza
640 Coleman Blvd. Mount Pleasant, SC
stevenshellliving.com • 843.216.3900

CASE GOODS, UPHOLSTERY, LIGHTING, RUGS, ACCESSORIES AND OBJETS DE VERTU

MARKET

PROJECT X

To celebrate the tenth anniversary of
The Met’s reimagined Islamic Wing,
the Met Store has partnered with
designer Madeline Weinrib to unveil
The Heirloom Project—a collection
of contemporary handmade pieces
ranging from accessories to home
decor and jewelry. An icon amidst
the textiles and home design industry,
Weinrib has created this exclusive
collection with artisans from around
the world, dedicated to keeping traditional techniques alive and bridging
the gap between centuries-old works
of art and modern-day producers.
Additional pieces will launch over a
nine-month period and will include
expanded brands with each launch.
store.metmuseum.org

FÊTE FOR
A QUEEN

Internationally known designer Kelly Wearstler has launched a new initiative, expanding her
e-commerce platform to include exclusively commissioned and personally curated pieces by
emerging global artists and designers. Her first partnership with Netherlands-based art collective Rotganzen features Quelle Fête, a five-piece collection of works inspired by Los Angeles.
In this new offering, Wearstler takes her passion for integrating specially curated pieces into
her projects and shares it with the rest of the world while also providing a stage for her new
and favorite artists. “Rotganzen’s Quelle Fête series embodies a beautiful tension of joy
and sorrow, and blurs the lines between design objects and art, so they are the perfect first
partner for this new venture,” Wearstler notes. Reminiscent of melted disco balls, Quelle Fête
is a playful representation of old glamour nights in clubs like Studio 54, Paradise Garage, and
The Roxy. kellywearstler.com
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Lagos-based Nigerian architect and
designer Tosin Oshinowo is distinguished
for her sprawling residential and commercial spaces, her socially responsive
approaches to urbanism, and her line
of handmade chairs by her luxury brand
Ilé-Ilà, meaning “house of lines” in her
native Yoruba language. The brand’s
innovative Àdùnní line of chairs aims to
celebrate African Modernism. Framed
with Nigerian teak wood and upholstered with the indigenous Yoruba textile
Asò-oké, Oshinowo’s designs combine
traditional African craftsmanship with an
elegant European aesthetic. The Àdùnní
line features Gboro-gidi fabric on the front
and Onja-wú ati iho fabric on the back
and is available in seven vibrant colors.
ile-ila.com

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: COURTESY OF THE MET STORE; PORTRAIT: SPARK CREATION,
CHAIR: MEDINA DUGGER; COLLECTION: TREVOR TONDRO, PORTRAIT: JOYCE PARK.

SWEET CHILD
OF MINE

A legacy of excellence, driven by results.
Nothing Compares.

THE SHERI HAGERTY GROUP
Celebrating 17 Years of Successfully Serving Clients All Across the Triangle
919.862.6258 | Sheri.Hagerty@HodgeKittrellSIR.com | SheriHagerty.com
Member of the Luxury Home Marketing Group of the Triangle

MARKET

NATURAL
LIGHT

WASTE NOT
WANT NOT

CHIPPED

Interior designer Mat Sanders has partnered with lighting design house Studio M to create
a line of lighting that transcends both design and functionality yet celebrates both to the
utmost. Evoking Paris brasseries, Danish modernists, and his signature casual elegance
approach to living, Sanders playfully combines modernity and tradition in each original piece.
The line includes five collections, including Chips, shown here. The thinly curved panels of
perforated metal shades hide satin white globes perched at various points along chip-like
sculptures. Airy yet substantial, each piece is inspired by pop art and sculpture, and all are
cheekily named, expressing Sanders’ lighthearted nature. The Chips collection includes largescale pendants vertically or horizontally suspended, smaller-scaled single pendants, and wall
sconces. Shade panels are available in natural aged brass and matte white but can be customized with several other options. studiomlighting
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Vienna-born lighting designer
Barbara Palatin-Doyle, founder of
Studio Palatin, is known for creating
one-of-a-kind sculptural lighting
pieces crafted by hand in limited
editions. Her pieces incorporate
materials and techniques used in
seventeenth- and eighteenth-century
contemporary design, combining
art with functionality. Palatin-Doyle’s
new line of lighting, Charta Alba, is
modeled after sculptures made from
brown packing paper pulled from
recycled Amazon boxes. She used
a single piece of paper wrapped
around a vertical axis to create
each distinguished shape. Intricate
and unique folds in the paper act as
the perfect foundation for light and
shadows to play. To transform the
delicate brown paper into a solid
piece made with luxe material, Palatin-Doyle partnered with the Vienna
Porcelain Manufactory Augarten.
studiopalatin.com

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: COURTESY OF MERIDA; COURTESY OF STUDIO PALATIN; COURTESY OF STUDIO M.

Rug design house Merida is
an industry leader in sustainably and naturally made rugs,
using rapidly replenishable
materials that are safe for
your home. Their new line,
Atelier, is a study in light and
its role in nature. Brightness
and shadow are depicted
with a texture-rich palette of
hand-selected natural yarns
in a combination of saturated
and muted colors. According
to Merida, the Atelier collection pays homage to visionary
artists who have explored the
conversation between nature
and expression through
painting, sculpture, and land
art. meridastudio.com

CLASSIC OFFERINGS FOR SOPHISTICATED
HOME FURNISHING TASTES

PHOTO SHOWN: BEDROOM BY LEXINGTON FURNITURE

We also have bedroom furniture by American Drew, Durham Furniture,
Hickory White, Hooker Furniture, Universal,Yutzy Furniture, and Zimmerman Chair.

SINCE 1939 • INTERIOR DESIGN SERVICES AVAILABLE

North Raleigh: 5640 Capital Boulevard • 919-954-0025 • Monday through Saturday 10 - 5 • Closed Sunday
waysidefurniturehouse.com

N OT E WO R T HY

TAKE NOTE
WITH IMAGINATIVE DESIGNS AND TANGIBLE
CREATIVITY, THESE SKILLED ARTISTS AND ARCHITECTS
ARE LOOMING THE FABRIC OF THE TRIANGLE.
PRODUCED BY ANNE MARIE ASHLEY

NATE SPRANKLE

JAMES
COLLINS
LARRY DEAN

Born in Oxford, North Carolina, Larry Dean was destined, it seems, to be an artist. After his mother, a
talented painter, became blind at thirty-two, she encouraged Dean to become a musician. He still
plays piano today, and even has his own band called North Tower. In 2001, at the urging of his wife,
he took his first acrylic art class. Soon after, he began selling his paintings. “I’ve spent my life traveling the region as a musician, and I’m constantly stopping to take pictures for future paintings,” says
Dean. Exclusively represented locally at ArtSource, Dean’s work covers a variety of landscapes, but
he has gained quite a following for his depictions of local landmarks
and popular parts of Raleigh. This year, he plans to hone his work on
nocturne paintings. artsourcefineart.com
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Architect James Collins has been
designing gorgeous homes in
the Triangle for over twenty-five
years. In 1999 he founded his own
firm and dedicated his career to
classical and traditional design
projects. His knowledge of historical preservation and architecture
is unmatched and his talent for
weaving European and American
elements together can be seen in
every detail of his home designs.
Collins’ elevations are evocative
of English country homes and rural
French farmhouses, which emit a
sense of comfort and heritage to
the surrounding Triangle landscape.
“It is comforting to help create
spaces where people and families
live the most meaningful part of
their lives: living, raising families,
retiring.” explains Collins. “This year
we get to work on Dutch Colonial,
Georgian Revival, Carolina Low
Country, and French Norman
homes, as well as a few additions
to Historic District homes.”
jamescollinsarchitects.com

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: SARA COFFIN PHOTOGRAPHY; AURA MARZOUK PHOTOGRAPHY; COURTESY OF LARRY DEAN.

A native of Chapel Hill, woodworker Nate Sprankle is busy carving a niche for himself in
Raleigh. After realizing a desk job stifled his innate creativity, Sprankle set out on a journey
that wound him through trim carpentry in Charlotte and building a tiny home in Colorado.
He landed back home in Cary, where he builds high-end custom furniture for clients and designers. “Combining my supply chain background with my love for design and carpentry has
been the best decision I’ve made, and I’ve built Sprankle Custom Works from the ground up,”
says Sprankle. Naturally, the orders for tables, chairs, and custom pieces have been rolling
in. “I enjoy a variety of requests, but I love doing variations of my original designs while also
keeping solid wood tables as my sweet spot.” spranklecustomworks.com

N OT E WO R T HY

LINTON ARCHITECTS

GRETCHEN
QUINN

When the pandemic in 2020 forced
artist Gretchen Quinn to reassess her
business plan, she pivoted from the
small group space she’d been in for
years to opening her own storefront
in Five Points. The response to her
leap has been rewarding. “My new
spot is the perfect combination of
studio space and retail shop, and
my customers appreciate seeing
that everything is made right on site,”
says Quinn. In addition to beautifully hand-crafted mixed pottery
pieces, Quinn began a mix-and-match tableware collection that
has expanded with the new space. “The starting point for my
pottery is always to make something that I would want to have
and use in my own home. From there, pieces seem to come out
better and I have more fun making them.” gretchenquinn.com

SOPHIE PIESSE

Australian-born architect Sophie Piesse has lived and worked in the Triangle for thirty
years. She came to the NCSU School of Design for a one-year exchange program
and never left. At the young age of eleven, Piesse became interested in architecture, and though she explored her mounting interests in science, math, and art, she
always ended up where she started. “I was frequently told that no one could focus
solely on residential design as a career,” she recalls, “but that’s what I’m truly passionate about—and it’s what I have made a career out of.” After many years at a firm
in Carrboro, Piesse struck out on her own to devote all her passion and energy into
creating client-driven modern homes. “I built my practice around seeing a person’s
home as an extension of them, reflecting their life and personality. Together, we carry
a design through to its fullest potential." sophiepiesse.com
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: COURTESY OF LINTON ARCHITECTS;
GRETCHEN QUINN AND JULI LEONARD; COURTESY OF SOPHIE PIESSE .

A mentee of Dail Dixon and graduate of Parsons, Coby Linton,
owner of Linton Architects, combines modernist architecture with
the warmth of historical farmhouse roots. A child of Victorian home
restoration in the Savannah, Georgia summer heat, Linton retained
the significance of historical architecture as a child and forged a
passion for seeing the beauty in intangible things. After a stint in Manhattan working for top-tier firms, Linton moved to Durham to work
with Dixon and eventually formed his own firm, Linton Architects,
in 2008. Executing commercial and residential design projects with
precision—from sketches to punch lists—has earned Linton countless
industry accolades as one of the best residential designers in Durham
and the Triangle. Though he credits his wife as his favorite artist whose
work has affected him most deeply, Linton says inspiration for his
designs abounds in the everyday. “It drives my family nuts, but I can’t
help but constantly point out random things around us,” he explains.
“It might be a bridge over the interstate or the way a tree branches
or a quirky detail on an old building, but these little details of our
surroundings are the constant quiet teachers that create the lexicon
of our design work.” lintonarchitects.com

DE SIGN BOARD

Louise Gaskill is internationally
known for her handmade glass
lighting fixtures. Working out of
her Raleigh studio, Gaskill skillfully
manipulates exquisite midcentury
glass and pairs it with gilded vintage
components to make custom, oneof-a-kind pieces for designers and
clients alike.
Gaskill created the chandelier
for designer Anjel Herman’s living
room, pictured here. “For this piece,
I was inspired by Anjel’s love of
pink and her feminine yet elegantly
designed home,” explains Gaskill.
“She requested Murano glass, and
this pink was the perfect color. With
the artwork she incorporated in
similar tones, this chandelier really is
a showstopper in the room.”

1. Christian Louboutin Coffee
Table Book / $104 / amazon.com
2. Custom Handmade Glass and Gold Finial /
to the trade / louisegaskill.com
3. Throw Pillow / to the trade / fortuny.com
4. Paris Artwork by Barbara Flowers /
Sold / barbaraflowersart.com
5. Axis Counter Stool / to the
trade / hickorychair.com
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PORTRAIT: STACY VAN BERKEL; ROOM IMAGE: JAY SINCLAIR PHOTOGRAPHY.

LOUISE
Gaskill

CUS TOM F UR NI T U R E I N FR E SH FA B R I C S,
AL L M AD E I N OUR NO RT H C A RO LINA FAC I LIT Y WI T H
UN BEATABL E L EA D T IME S A ND NO MIDDLE MA N.
COLEYHOM E.COM

A residential project
by Kelly Wearstler
in Austin, Texas.

PA L E T T E

BLUE
CRUSH
AN IMMERSION OF
AQUA OFFERS A
SPLASH OF
SERENITY.

�

PRODUCED BY
ASHLEY HOTHAM COX

Like a glistening ray of sunshine caught in the
still, calm, quiet beneath lucid waves, where
a seawater green glow gently muddles with
crystal-clear blue, this revitalizing hue is an
amiable blend of buoyant and balmy. The
deep sigh brought by a refreshing reprieve of
restorative balance while simultaneously an
enlivening breath, it is invigoratingly light and
airy yet harmoniously grounding. Aqua is a congenial accent, pacifyingly paired with plum, sage,
or persimmon, reposeful with dove gray,
inky navy, and alabaster, and contentedly
coupled with emboldened chartreuse or
raspberry tones.

INTERIORS: STEPHAN JULLIARD.

WRITTEN BY
CHRISTINA SPRATT SPENCER

�
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4
1. The Urban Electric Co.
Anders in Gallery Green
and Hewn Brass / $3,338 /
urbanelectric.com
2. Carlisle & Co. Terrain in Seaglass /
to the trade / carlisleco.com
3. Isla Table Runner in Ivory and
Seafoam by Kim Seybert /
$645 / kimseybert.com
4. Modern Matter Downing
Custom Knob in Antique
Brass and Amazonite / $119 /
birddecorativehardware.com
5. Patterson Flynn Garden Tabriz
Wool & Silk Rug / to the trade /
pattersonflynn.com
6. Sherwin-Williams Aquaverde
SW-9051 / Gallons Starting at
$39.99 / sherwin-williams.com
7. Meraviglia 2-Door Cabinet
by De Rosso / $6,060 /
artemest.com
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YO UR H O ME IS YO UR SAN C TUARY

Introducing a collection of paints and colors
carefully chosen to transform your home into
a haven of comfort, style and well-being.
S -W.CO M/LIVIN GWE LL
© 2022 The Sherwin-Williams Company

FIELD TRIP

The Art of
ASHEVILLE
A $1.5 MILLION RENOVATION BRINGS THIS
HISTORIC LUXURY BED-AND-BREAKFAST
IN THE MONTFORD AREA HISTORIC
DISTRICT BACK TO LIFE.
WRITTEN BY BLAKE MILLER
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Asheville
PROPER
One of Asheville’s newest and most notable culinary
additions is Asheville Proper, which opened in
downtown’s Grove Arcade last summer. Live fire
is the highlight here, where an array of various cuts
of meats, fish, vegetables, and other side dishes are
cooked on a custom wood-burning grill. A steakhouse, yes, but the menu goes beyond your average
ribeye and potatoes with must-have starters like the
handmade smoked malt gnocchi in a popcorn bisque
and grilled bone marrow. With so many notable
dishes on the menu, you might opt for several small
plates to create your own tasting menu. Either way,
you won’t be disappointed. ashevilleproper.com

TOP TO BOTTOM: PHOTOGRAPHY BY AARON HOGSED; COURTESY OF
ASHEVILLE PROPER; PHOTOGRAPHY BY TIM ROBINSON.

Planning a visit to
Asheville is like
planning a trip to
a large, urban city.
Hotels, inns, and bedand-breakfasts are
plentiful, so narrowing down your choice
to one accommodation can be overwhelming. But for the
art and foodie lover,
the newly renovated
Applewood Manor
cannot be missed.
Owners Stephen
and Robin Collins
have filled their circa1912 New England–
style Colonial Revival
home in the Montford
Area Historic District with an array of artwork and sculptures from
their personal collection. The couple’s contemporary art blends
seamlessly with the traditional architectural details of the home,
and the interior design of this bed-and-breakfast was inspired by
boutique hotels like Soho House.
Each of the six rooms is elegantly appointed with antiques and
modern finishes and touches, such as king-sized Duxiana beds,
antiques, and carefully curated art selections. The entire property
is a gem, so be sure to enjoy it all. Pick up a charcuterie board and a
bottle of wine from nearby South Slope Cheese Co. and enjoy them
on the back patio before heading to dinner. The next day, savor
a gourmet breakfast made by Robin Collins, whose exceptional
baking skills are on display with freshly baked artisan breads served
at every meal. applewoodmanor.com

T I M E L E S S .

S O P H I S T I C AT E D .

B O L D

Experience the Craftsmanship
of a Loyd Built Home

A LOYD BUILDERS DEVELOPMENT
A True Custom Home Experience from 2mm+

Coming Spring 2022

919-646-6808
shadowcreekestates.com

PHOTOGRAPHY BY ANNA ROUTH.

INTERIORS

The overarching theme for the architecture of the
home was to seamlessly blend the inside with the
outside while allowing the setting to remain the
star. While it is more modern in its architecture,
the home still features architectural details
common on more traditional beach homes, such
as the western red-cedar siding. “This home’s
design is timeless,” says Platt. “They’ll be able to
live here and enjoy it for a long time without it
ever feeling dated.”
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SOUND and
the FAMILY
WITH THE HELP OF SOME OF THEIR CLOSEST FRIENDS,
ONE COUPLE TRANSFORMS THEIR FAMILY BEACH HOME
INTO A SANCTUARY FOR GATHERING AND RELAXING.

TEXT BY BLAKE MILLER | PHOTOGRAPHY BY TZU CHEN

The dining room’s backdrop is both the screened
porch and Bo Taylor’s custom white-oak millwork
that envelops the public spaces in a casual warmth.
Ross designed the space with a dining table by Eos
and wishbone dining chairs from Rove Concepts. The
pendants are by Ambit by Muuto.

W

WHEN BEN AND JENNIFER BARWICK MET ARCHITECT
Parker Platt as college students back in 1992, the friends
never envisioned that nearly three decades later they would
be collaborating on a beautiful modern beach home in
Topsail, North Carolina. “Years and years ago, when I was in
my twenties, I got to spend time at Ben’s family beach home,”
explains Platt. “So to have the opportunity to work on this
home thirty years later is amazing.”
The Barwicks’ one-story cinder block beach home had
been ravaged and flooded by Hurricane Fran in 1996, and
then rebuilt. But after hurricane Floyd, in 1999, the home
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was beyond repair and was eventually torn down. For years
the lot stood empty, but in 2020, the Barwicks decided to
purchase the home from Ben’s siblings and build their own
beach house. “Jennifer and I have always dreamed about
building a beach house and having Parker design it for us, but
it had always just been talk,” explains Barwick. “Then, all of
a sudden, it was a reality. The beautiful thing was that Parker
is such a good friend of ours and he knows us already, so we
didn’t really have to explain what we wanted—he just knew.”
The couple, who resides full-time in Five Points, enlisted
Platt to design the home along with CH Architects. Just as

the project began with friends working together, it continued
with Platt recommending longtime mutual and close friend
Bo Taylor to design all the custom millwork throughout the
home. “Jennifer and Parker and Bo and I would sit around
Parker’s mountain home drinking wine while planning out
the home and what it was going to look like,” says Barwick of
the initial design stages. “Part of what made this project so
special was who was working on it with us. They all know us
so well that they knew what we’d want.” Jennifer Barwick’s
friend, designer Abby Ross of Modest Modern Design, was a
natural choice to head up the interior design, as well. “Abby’s

aesthetic really aligned with what we wanted and maybe even
skewed more modern than ours,” explains Barwick. “But we
loved that she pushed the envelope a bit.”
From the start, the focus of the home’s architecture
and interior design was the setting. Located on the sound
side of the island, the home has stunning water and sunset
views. “The most important part of this home is the place
and the experience—the sound, the sunsets, the sunrise, the
boating—and this house takes advantage of all of that and
does it in an elemental way that the house doesn’t get in the
way,” explains Platt. “The house makes a statement, but it
HOMEDESIGNDECORMAG.COM 45

In keeping with minimal details and lines, the
kitchen was designed with custom cabinetry by
Bo Taylor, which complements the breathtaking
white-oak millwork throughout. The counters
are Calacatta Montage Quartz by MSI, while
the island pendants are by Vane Grande. The
counter stools are About a Stool 38 from Design
Within Reach. OPPOSITE: Bo Taylor also crafted
the white-oak wall that wraps around the entire
downstairs area. The function of the stunning
millwork is twofold: it provides additional hidden
storage and it’s an architectural detail that
elevates what would otherwise be nondescript
white walls. The fireplace design is by Ross.
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doesn’t do anything to interrupt that magnificent setting. It
simply allows people to take it in.”
A large open floor plan that blends seamlessly with
the exterior living spaces was a necessity, as the Barwicks
wanted the space to be comfortable for large groups to
gather. The kitchen, family room, and dining area spill over
to the screened-in porch, which bleeds into the balcony
deck area with sweeping sound views. The transitions are
simple but mindful, and made ever more seamless with the
clean lines of the white-oak millwork by Taylor and the
interior design choices by Ross. “All of these living spaces
are connected with a single line of sight,” says Ross. “It was
critical that the furniture and fixtures in the space blended
seamlessly into one another and the elements spoke to each

other. The goal was to create a modern clean-lined aesthetic
with a casual California style.” She achieved this with the
use of natural materials “that embrace the imperfections, a
simple timeless palette, and strategic bohemian accents.”
Each space is minimally but thoughtfully designed with
organic finishes, such as the white-oak paneling and cabinetry
that extends the length of the downstairs living areas. Ross
complemented that with contemporary furniture like the
kitchen counter stools from Design Within Reach and the
Flag Halyard chair and ottoman made from rope, reminiscent
of a boat tie, in the family room. “It was really about adding
very minimal and new modern high-quality furniture to each
space,” says Ross. “The overarching theme for everyone was
to allow the outdoors to be the star in this home.”
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TOP: Ross was careful to keep the primary bedroom’s furniture clean
and minimal so as not to detract from the stunning water view. A bed by
New Modern Standard is complemented by the Superchoice nightstand
and the velvet Puff Puff lounge chair, both from Blu Dot. A vintage rug
provides just the right pop of color in the neutral room.
BOTTOM: The velvet Puff Puff lounge chair from Blu Dot is one of only
three pieces of furniture in the primary bedroom, which also features
private access to the upstairs deck.

Now that the home is completed, the house is often
filled with the Barwicks’ family and friends after lazy days at
the beach or for quiet escapes in the fall and spring. “That’s
really the best time of the year here, spring and fall and even
winter, when the island is quiet and you can really enjoy its
beauty,” says Ben. “I think what made this project so special
was not just that it was my family’s lot and I grew up coming
here, but it was that so much love and care went into this
because of who was involved from the start. And I think
that’s unusual for a home-build to have everyone care so
much about one project and feel so invested in it. That truly
is what made this so special for us.” u
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Platt oriented the screened porch so that
it not only afforded water views and a
blissful breeze, but it also took advantage
of the privacy the adjacent vacant lot
afforded. Ross outfitted the space with
modern pieces such as the Eos dining
table from Design Within Reach and the
sofa and chairs by Dog Days from Blu Dot.
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RETRO REVIVAL

To add formality to the sitting room, Hood
brought in the blush-pink curved sofa from
CB2 and side chairs by France & Son. White
walls highlight the artwork and furniture,
like the vintage chinoiserie chest inherited
from Kerr’s grandparents. A Slim Aarons
Beauty and the Beast print hangs above, while
custom artwork by Caroline Boykin hangs
over the mantle. A vintage Basquiat poster
complements the credenza.
50 HOMEDESIGNDECORMAG.COM

OWNING A PIECE OF NOSTALGIA JUST OUTSIDE THE HAYES BARTON
NEIGHBORHOOD DRIVES ONE COUPLE TO JUMP IN HEADFIRST.
TEXT BY BLAKE MILLER | PHOTOGRAPHY BY ANNA ROUTH
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WHEN THEY BEGAN SEARCHING FOR HOMES,
Jennifer Kerr and her husband, Josh Kmiec, knew what they
wanted. Kerr’s grandparents’ home had been a beautiful
midcentury-modern structure filled with antiques and other
1950s and ’60s pieces that she remembered fondly. So when a
midcentury-modern home just outside of the Hayes Barton neighborhood came on the market, the couple snatched it up quickly.
Built in 1948, the home still featured much of its original
defining architectural details, such as a flat roof, asymmetrical
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profiles, expansive walls of glass, streamlined angular details,
and wood paneling. “So much of this home reminded me of
my grandparents’ home,” says Kerr. “And it feels so nostalgic
living in a home that’s so similar to theirs. It’s such a special
thing.” While other homeowners may have razed the home or
completely gutted the interiors, Kerr and Kmiec wanted to keep
every original detail, making cosmetic changes only.
While Kerr has a notable eye for fashion and design, like
many homeowners, she admittedly struggles to pull together a

THIS PAGE & OPPOSITE: White
walls in the dining room allow
patterns and colors to play center
stage. Hood mixed old with new,
coupling a vintage dining table,
Chinese screen, and Chinese
deco rug from 1stDibs with a CB2
chandelier and dining chairs by BD
Studio. Existing bookshelves were
lined with Cole & Son wallpaper for
added interest.
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“Jen had already selected the dark
gray whimsical wallpaper in the
family room when I got involved,
so we really went for a moody feel
in that space with black trim, darker
fabrics, and black-and-white prints on
the gallery wall,” says Hood.
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TOP: The home is filled with heirloom pieces from Kerr's family, including
the Herman Miller desk chair. Hood paired that piece with a more
modern desk to balance old with new.
BOTTOM: A vintage painting by Jean-Michel Basquiat hangs over the
credenza in the living room off the foyer.

cohesive interior aesthetic. “In the beginning, I had a bunch
of furniture and I was trying to do it all myself; but then I
realized that to make it special, I definitely needed Lauren’s
touch,” she laughs. The couple enlisted the help of designer
Lauren Hood, who had previously worked with Kerr’s sister
on her home. “Ironically, I’d driven past this home so many
times and thought that it would be such a cool project to
work on,” says Hood. “And Jen is super stylish; she’s worked
in fashion, she knows what she likes, she has great taste,
she’s edgy, and she likes color and pattern. Because they
wanted to keep some of the original details of the house, I
could tell they wanted to go midcentury funky.”
Hood began her work in the living room, which lies at
the entrance to the home. “The room is extremely large,
so designing it so that it doesn’t feel sparse was definitely
a challenge,” explains Hood. “We really wanted it to be
a welcoming adult space to entertain, have drinks, and
relax.” Kerr’s mother made the stunning pinch-pleat
draperies that hang from the expansive windows. When
coupled with the custom rug from Eatman’s, the room
immediately feels cozy and welcoming. Hood utilized
some of the couple’s existing midcentury-modern pieces,
such as the vintage chinoiserie chest inherited from Kerr’s
grandparents, and then she layered in newer items like
the curved sofa by CB2 and the Jeanneret lounge chairs by
France & Son that aligned with the home’s existing aesthetic. “Jen had things stored down in her basement, like
the Herman Miller desk chair. When I saw it, I was like,
‘This is beautiful! Why is this down here?’” laughs Hood.
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The interior design, though, did not come without challenges
for Hood. “All of these rooms were very challenging because
they were either very large and long, or very high,” she explains.
“So we had to create different seating spaces to make them flow,
and we had to be very mindful of furniture placement to make
sure each room flowed seamlessly from the other.” The family
room was one such space where the furniture layout was crucial
to the design. “It’s an oddly shaped room, so we had to be deliberate with how we arranged everything,” she says. On one end,
Hood placed a Lee Industries sectional. On the other end she
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created a cozy seating nook by the fireplace, complete with a
leather chaise by Acme, with the home’s original stacked stone
wall as the backdrop—a perfect spot for reading. The creation of
two separate areas made the room feel more cohesive while utilizing every square foot of the space for gathering.
The dining room, though smaller than the living room
and family room, holds much of the home’s original architectural details as well. Hood kept the room white to balance
the pattern and color of the adjacent spaces, and took advantage of the existing built-in bookshelves by lining them with

a wallpaper by Cole & Son. The adjoining sunroom kept its
existing stacked stone wall and wood paneling but was transformed into a lounge area, with a bar by Article that can easily
double as a dining table for larger gatherings. “This room is
our favorite in the entire home,” says Kerr. “We love having
everyone there together, entertaining and hanging out. And now
our eighteen-month-old daughter loves to play in there with all
of her toys because it’s so cozy.”
Hood’s ability to mix and match Kerr’s family heirlooms
with vintage finds from 1stDibs, Chairish, and local store

LEFT & RIGHT: A long dining table by Article serves as the bar in the
former-sunroom-turned-lounge, ideal for entertaining. To warm up the
space, which features its original slate flooring, Hood added the custom
sisal rug from Eatman’s, a leather sofa from One Kings Lane, and lounge
chairs from Anthropologie.
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BELOW: Unlike the rest of the home, the bathroom needed renovating, which Kerr oversaw prior to hiring Hood. The shower and floor tile is from Byrd Tile, the countertops are
from Vose Natural Stone, and the hardware is by Schoolhouse Electric. The sconce is from CB2.
OPPOSITE: The entryway makes an instant statement with its stunning, bold wallpaper by Schumacher. Coupled with the vintage dhurrie rug and console table by West Elm, the
space is welcoming and stylish at once.
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Union Camp Collective helped keep the
midcentury-modern aesthetic consistent from
room to room. “I love and
appreciate vintage furniture
and unusual and quirky
finds, so this project definitely fed that part of my
soul,” explains Hood. “Jen
and I worked together to
strike a balance between
modern comforts and
staying true to the original
character of the house.”
The home has been
such a fulfilling project
for both Kerr and Hood,
who have always wanted
to work on a timeless
midcentury-modern home.
“There are not a lot of
midcentury homes in the
Triangle, which makes me
sad because I think they’re
beautiful and we should
respect the architecture
instead of tearing it down.
So to work on this home,
especially with someone like
Jen and Josh, who appreciate this architecture, was
just an amazing experience.”
For Kerr, Hood’s ability
to embrace the home’s
existing midcentury personality and character and
couple it with her pieces
and style was just the thing
she knew she needed (and
got) from enlisting the
designer. “Lauren knew my
style and knew exactly how
to weave that into this home
without overshadowing its
midcentury-modern personality,” says Kerr. “She
really created the unique,
comfortable home we
always wanted.” u
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To create a cozy, enveloped feeling, Hood
covered the primary bedroom in a bold
emerald-green wallpaper by Hygge &
West. The bedding by Serena & Lily, the
vintage artwork, and the colorful throw
pillows complement the bold wallcovering.
OPPOSITE: Hood outfitted the playful nursery
with bright, bold colors atop a neutral gray
backdrop. The bookshelf is from Crate &
Kids, the rug is from One Kings Lane, and the
mustard-yellow pinch-pleat drapes were
made by Kerr’s mother.
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Modernity
WITH HEART
JUST OUTSIDE THE CITY, ONE DESIGNER AND HER
FAMILY CREATE AN ADMIRABLE MODERN OASIS,
CONCEPTED FROM THE GROUND UP.
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TEXT BY ANNE MARIE ASHLEY | PHOTOGRAPHY BY CATHERINE NGUYEN
STYLING BY JESMA REYNOLDS
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The main attraction of the home
is the living room, with twentytwo-foot high windows that allow
for abundant natural light and
an uninterrupted sightline to the
outdoor infinity pool and living
space. Hand-cast resin, called
Kinon, is applied to the surface of
the two-story fireplace, and soft
seating from Williams Sonoma
keeps things calm and neutral.
The floating staircase designed by
Eskamani and installed by Vision
Stairways and Millwork provides a
bold partner to large white format
tiles on the wall. Art by Jennifer
Flannigan resides underneath.
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In the kitchen, Eskamani designed a large island with a quartz
waterfall countertop from Silestone. Sleek black UltraCraft
cabinets and panel-ready appliances speak to the modern tone
throughout the home, and Sputnik-style pendants by Kuzco
add spunk. A quartz backsplash behind the stove keeps things
streamlined. OPPOSITE: Flanking the entry, a luxurious edgeto-edge glass wine cellar installed by Martinez Quality Trim
lies just inside the dining room, offering a touch of elegance
and a wallop of entertaining power. Ceiling detail draws the
eye up to a custom chandelier, and, above the console, art by
Emily Anne Farrell adds understated interest.

W

WHEN DESIGNER CAITLIN ESKAMANI FOUND A QUIET
neighborhood just outside the city, the vision of a modern
luxe–style home for her family bloomed in her mind instantly.
Surrounded on both sides by federally protected land, the lot
and neighborhood would see no further development interrupting the setting or their lifestyle. And with downtown just
a few minutes away, the area was more than idyllic.
“South Florida contemporary was my inspiration,” explains
Eskamani of the home’s design. “I wanted to bring something
unique to the area, introducing some tropical charm while still
maintaining the overall integrity of the neighborhood.”
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With a scarcity of open land available for true customization, Eskamani and her family seized the opportunity to
create the home of their architectural dreams. They hired Tony
Frazier of Frazier Home Design to head up the blueprints and
Dream House Custom Builders to bring them to life.
Designing the home itself took nearly two years, with the
build only taking another eighteen months to complete; but
the time spent was critical in creating the space that lived in
Eskamani’s mind. “The design of the home was of the utmost
importance,” says Eskamani. “I wanted to seamlessly integrate
clean, modern lines in a traditional North Carolina setting,

all while creating a true oasis.” She adds that the original
plan included a courtyard with a four-car garage, but ultimately it felt a little like overkill. “There was just way more
visual interest than was really needed.” With the assistance
of Frazier, the design was altered to add a porte cochere and
soffits for a sleek yet approachable look. Large format tiles
adorn the facade of the home for contrasting texture.
Eskamani knows that the architecture of a structure is
just as important as the interior design. As principal of commercial office interior design firm Capitol Design Group,
many of the buildings she’s worked on have been grand in

scale or interesting in their construction. Building a home
is no different. “Architectural detail is proven added value
to a home,” she explains. “I love creating wow moments in
my designs. Whether it’s custom woodwork or a floating
staircase, these details add to the overall personality and
aesthetic of a home. Creating impact and drawing the eye up
with oversized windows or a fireplace surround can take a
space to the next level.”
When it came time to design the interiors of the home,
Eskamani drew inspiration from her design work as well as
her travels to boutique hotels, tropical destinations, and,
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The flex space off the kitchen is used
as a family room, game room, and
cocktail area. Large sliding doors
open onto the expansive outdoor
pool deck, while an eighty-five-inch
television makes for dramatic movie
nights. A velvet RH sectional is
great for lounging, and a pool table
provides relaxed chill-time.

of course, South Florida. “I believe design should provide
an emotional connection and engage the senses, transcending time and place.”
Eskamani explains the genius behind the design, saying
that the interior of the home was designed to reflect a
calming and refreshing atmosphere with an emphasis on
openness. “My goal was luxurious but livable,” she says.
“As you walk through the front door, you are first greeted
by picture windows that reach twenty-two-feet high with
an unobstructed view of the raised infinity pool in the
backyard.” This feature is one of the true highlights of the
home, one of the wow moments that Eskamani is so fond
of creating in her commercial designs.
Just beyond, there are some softer moments that
are just as impactful as the sightline, like the two-story
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fireplace cladd with a custom hand-cast resin called Kinon,
a commercial grade surface used in luxury applications
around the world. Stunning floating stairs stand like sculptures just beside the entry, their black outline contrasting
vividly against the large format white-tiled wall. Flanking
the entry, a luxurious edge-to-edge glass wine cellar just
inside the dining room offers a touch of elegance and a
wallop of entertaining power to the home.
It’s clear at every turn that each detail of the home was
Healy redesigned
kitchen with
crafted with intention, from the sunken
outdoorthe
tennis
a large quartzite island for casual
court and outdoor area designed and
installed
by dark
Sears
family
dinners. Once
cabinetry
replacedand
withthe
whitefull
shaker
Design Group to the spacious walk-inwas
closets
cabinets painted
in Decorator's
smart home technology. “I believe a beautiful
home
starts
White by Benjamin Moore. Classic
with one-of-a-kind design, tailoredsubway
for each
homeowner’s
tile created
a more modern
anddesign
barstoolsreflects
from Four Hands
lifestyle,” says Eskamani. “I think vibe
great
an
elevated the overall look.

The large pool deck
includes a waterfall, an
infinity-edge pool with
raised hot tub, a firepit, a
sunken tennis court, and
a fully equipped kitchen,
surrounded by tropical
accents and installed by
Sears Design Group.
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TOP: An oversized owner’s suite closet designed by Eskamani and Frazier houses custom
millwork by Martinez Quality Trim for ultimate organization. A picture window with shades
from The Shade Store allows for natural light and added privacy.
BOTTOM: A large tile-clad wall created with Akdo and installed by Cornerstone Marble & Tile
is the focal point in the powder room. A floating quartz sink from World Stone, purchased
through Ferguson, provides clean lines when paired with a wall-mounted Kohler faucet.
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In the owner’s suite, Eskamani
designed the statement-making
custom headboard wall with
large-scale panels covered in
dove gray fabric from Burch.
Floor-to-ceiling windows provide
abundant natural light, in which
neutral bedding from RH reflects
brightly. Sconces by Eglo flank
the bed, accented by black-andwhite framed photography.
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TOP: In the nursery, Eskamani used white walls and black Phillip Jeffries
wallpaper for high contrast and a crib by Babyletto with acrylic slats to maintain
the modern feel. The rocking chair is also by Babyletto, and herringbone curtains
from The Shade Store conceal the big picture windows during naptime.
BOTTOM: The downstairs office occupied by Eskamani’s husband has a
delightfully masculine feel, with a black Wolf-Gordon wallpapered wall and white
case goods providing high contrast. Artwork by Erin Rothstein provides some
bold funk, while furniture and wall-hung hutches from Dynamic Office Services
offer clean lines. Contemporary lighting is by DweLED.
OPPOSITE: Art by Brian Anderson accents the bar and game area of the family
room, a perfect space for mixing cocktails or pulling up a stool to watch a pool
game or take in the infinity-pool view. A black marble wall marks the bar area,
designed by Eskamani and installed by Martinez Quality Trim.
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experience. It’s my role as a designer to consider different
emotional objectives that encourage users to feel heightened levels of enjoyment. Naturally, I apply that in my own
life and personal home, as well.”
When asked what was front of mind when applying
her motives to the inside of her home, Eskamani says
it was clean lines with tranquil and sophisticated color
palettes like white, cream, and gray. “I didn’t want to
over-complicate any space with too many vibrant patterns; I
added bold colors sparingly, but intentionally.” Paired with
sleek finishes that provide visual interest, like acrylic accent
pieces, stone, and oversized glass, the result is a study in
restrained contemporary design. “I didn’t feel a need to

cover every surface, but incorporated statement pieces
instead. Plants and flowers provide drama, while a few larger
pieces of artwork keep things from feeling cluttered.”
Where there is clear and decisive design, it’s paired
almost equally with warmth, thoughtfulness, and even
a little playfulness. The rec room, for example, is one of
the family’s favorite spots. “It’s designed with a laid-back,
elegant vibe; it’s a place we always end up gathering with
friends and family,” admits Eskamani. “With a comfy,
oversized couch, fully stocked bar, and full-height sliding
doors that walk out onto the pool deck, it’s not a bad spot
to hang!” Then, perhaps, modernity with heart is the best
of both worlds. u
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BUILDING
A LEGACY
LOYD BUILDERS BREAKS GROUND ON ITS EXLUSIVE COMMUNITY
OF LUXURY-BUILT HOMES AT SHADOW CREEK ESTATES.

Imagine living in your estate-style luxury home perched among
gentle rolling hills, open green spaces, and mature trees in the
heart of North Raleigh. Loyd Builders is making it possible by
developing and building Shadow Creek Estates, a new North
Raleigh luxury community tucked away off Durant Road that
offers the perfect blend of indoor and outdoor living.
With only thirty-one homesites in this high-end community, real estate broker Christina Valkanoff expects them to be
popular. “We already have reservations for almost 50 percent
of the available homesites,” she says. “Homeowners are excited
about the absolutely gorgeous natural topography in this
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61-acre community, in addition to the convenient location and
being a part of the first exclusive Loyd Builders community.”
The community is just minutes from North Hills, Lafayette
Village, North Ridge Country Club, Ravenscroft, and both I-540
and I-440. Surrounded by extensive tree cover on this former
family homestead, Shadow Creek Estates is nestled into a rich,
natural environment.
“We are excited to bring our specialty high-end custom
building experience to a community that is solely built by
the Loyd Builders team,” says Tripp Loyd. “We have an
unparalleled integrated process for building custom homes

RENDERING BY FRAZIER HOME DESIGN.

WRITTEN BY DANA W. TODD

PHOTOGRAPHY BY CATHERINE NGUYEN.

that keeps homeowners informed every step of the way. With
a thoughtful team of experts who value the same level of
craftsmanship, we can seamlessly guide homeowners through
a truly custom home building experience. By accessing
project management software and an app, homeowners can
log in and receive daily photos and updates on the construction status of their homes.”
Shadow Creek Estates will feature a classic, timeless
architectural style befitting a legacy home that can be
enjoyed for many generations. “We are focusing on using
natural materials such as stone, slate, limestone, and
cedar,” says Loyd. “These materials are indicative of
the meticulous craftsmanship and detail demanded in a
luxury home.”
Whether material selection, design, or homesite location,
every decision is made with the whole community in mind.
“Our commitment to a singular focus on timeless luxury
carried out by a single builder will make Shadow Creek
Estates a cohesive community. We always want to deliver
a complete and first-class experience for each home buyer,
including high-level service, beautiful design, and the finest
quality. When I first walked this incredible parcel of land,
the pathway to creating the company vision became very
clear,” says Loyd.

“HOMEOWNERS WILL ENJOY A
TRULY CUSTOM EXPERIENCE THAT
ENGAGES THEM THROUGHOUT
THE DESIGNING AND BUILDING
OF THEIR HOME.”
—CHRISTINA VALKANOFF
The average lot size is 1.25 acres, which allows for a
wide footprint so each homeowner can personally create an
individual oasis by adding amenities like a pool or sports court.
Houses are expected to be about 4,500 to 15,000 square feet,
with interiors and exteriors focusing on quality of detailed construction, natural materials, and design. “Strong architectural
and landscaping guidelines will provide for a well-maintained
community in the long term,” says Valkanoff.
“Homeowners will enjoy a truly custom experience that
engages them throughout the designing and building of their
home,” she says. “Our market is starving for luxury homes
like these, and we’re excited to be able to present Shadow
Creek Estates to the Triangle.” u

Schedule a private appointment at SHADOWCREEKESTATES.COM or by contacting
CHRISTINA VALKANOFF at 919-345-4538. See more on Instagram @SHADOWCREEKESTATES.
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A MODEL
of LUXURY
WITH AN EXPANSIVE ARRAY OF FURNITURE OPTIONS AND
FABRICS, COLEY HOME DEBUTS ITS 2022 COLLECTION.

When Coley Home launched its riveting 2022 collection in
January, it marked the culmination of several years of hard work
and a lifetime love of custom furniture design.
Growing up as the granddaughter of the proprietors of a
well-known Conover-based furniture company, Coley Collett
Hull seemed destined to follow in her family’s footsteps as she
graduated from NC State with a textiles degree and headed off to
New York City to pursue a career in textile design. In a new city
where fashion trends and leasing opportunities move at lightning
speed, Hull discovered an unmet niche in the furniture industry—
high-quality, custom furniture with fast turnaround times and
convenient delivery. She applied the “mattress-in-a-box” concept
she saw in endless subway ads to a dense, foam headboard, and in
2019, the idea for the Crown Bed was born.
“Your bedroom should be a personal sanctuary, comfortable and
luxurious,” Hull says. “Our signature patent-pending Crown Bed
is a made-to-order, quick-ship, and easy-to-assemble bed featuring
beautiful fabrics and design options for a wide variety of tastes.”
The 2022 collection, which debuted at the Atlanta Market,
features several new furniture options, including ten new chairs,
three sofas, and one daybed. Thirty-five new fabrics feature four
lines in several happy colorways and six lines of solids. For those
interested in adding a bit of texture to their custom design, the
collection showcases a variety of linens, wool blends, durable
performance fabrics, a boucle, and a fabulous faux shearling.
“Fabric-wise, we try to have a little something for everyone in
our new collections, from timeless neutrals to fun prints in happy
colors for our customers to mix and match,” Hull says. “And also
in this collection, we’ve taken some all-time favorite furniture
pieces and given them a fresh update.”
In furniture, the Laney is Coley Home’s spin on the classic
slipper chair with more modern lines, and the Mia is a modern
chair with lovely curved lines. The Milla barrel chair is expected to
be a popular choice, especially with its swivel base. The collection
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“WE TRY TO HAVE A LITTLE
SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE IN
OUR NEW COLLECTIONS, FROM
TIMELESS NEUTRALS TO FUN
PRINTS IN HAPPY COLORS.”

TOP LEFT AND TOP RIGHT: THE BEAUTIFUL MESS PHOTOGRAPHY; BOTTOM: SALT PAPER STUDIO.

—COLEY COLLETT HULL

expands on Coley Home’s specially curated offerings in beds,
bedding, custom pillows, and an ensemble of made-to-order
chairs, benches, and ottomans.
The recently opened manufacturing facility in Claremont
solidifies the company’s commitment to quality craftsmanship and expedited turnaround times. “We are now truly
direct-to-consumer with all of our pieces manufactured in
our local facility and shipped directly to the customer without
delay. And unlike most manufacturers, we keep a heavy
stock of our frames and fabrics so that orders can be started
immediately,” Hull says. “We are proud to be American-made
and humbled to create a place where the incredible skills of
our local artisans can shine in our final product. This model
allows us to offer luxury products at competitive price points,
minimize our environmental footprint, and ensure our customers’ experiences are positive and rewarding.” u
For more information, contact COLEY HOME
at 980-237-9861 or visit COLEYHOME.COM.
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Get MORE Organized
With Closet Factory
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closetfactory.com
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Free Design Consultation and Installation
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QUINTESSENTIAL
QUARTZITE
BY SUNNY SURANA

FORECASTED KITCHEN TRENDS FOR 2022 INCLUDE
A MIX OF COOL AND WARM TONES, LAYERED
COLORS AND PATTERNS, STATEMENT ISLANDS,
NATURAL MATERIALS, AND BOLD COLORS.

COURTESY OF CRS BRAZIL.

CRS has more than four hundred natural stones—the largest
stone selection in the Southeast—but we want to recognize
one stone in particular that stands out and meets all of the
forecasted design trends.
Ijen Blue quartzite is a stunning stone with a blended light
blue and cream background that is accentuated with dark
blue, gold, and occasionally red and green veins. It originated
from Brazil, where CRS has forged deep relationships with
quarry owners so that we can carry these natural slabs in North
Carolina exclusively.

Whether your home is modern, traditional, or transitional, Ijen Blue works with any style. Customers not only
love the stone’s beautiful appearance, but also its durability
and easy maintenance. Characteristics of this stone include:
Heat and scratch resistance. Due to its composition,
quartzite is naturally heat and scratch resistant. It isn’t
damaged by hot pans placed on top of the countertop nor
does it easily scratch or etch. So there’s no need to worry
about the occasional dropped glass, knife slip, or hot pot
on the countertop.
Hardness and density. Like granite, quartzite is naturally formed deep within the earth from added heat and
pressure, so it makes a tough countertop that can stand
up to everyday wear and tear. Quartzite is one of the most
indestructible natural stones in the marketplace.
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Easy maintenance.
Customers rave about
quartzite’s virtually
maintenance-free routine.
Other than an occasional sealing that can
be performed easily by
the homeowner with an
over-the-counter product,
quartzite has no other
maintenance requirements
except for daily cleaning
with a natural stone cleaner
or soapy water.
Suitability both indoors
and outside. Quartzites
are suitable for almost any
application you can think
of, inside and out. They are
tough enough for countertops, backsplashes, shower
surrounds, feature walls,
fireplaces, flooring, and
outdoor kitchens.
If you are interested
in other stones like the
ever-popular quartz, be
sure to visit CRS, the area’s
exclusive distributor of LG,
Compac, and our proprietary quartz line. u

“WHETHER YOUR HOME IS MODERN,
TRADITIONAL, OR TRANSITIONAL, IJEN BLUE
WORKS WITH ANY STYLE.”
Contact Sunny Surana at CRS MARBLE & GRANITE’S Raleigh showroom
at 7521 Exhibit Court, visit CRSGRANITE.COM, or call 919-784-9282.
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FOCUS ON
FOLIAGE
BY DAVID PAYNE

YOU HEAR ABOUT
“LOCATION, LOCATION,
LOCATION” BEING SUCH AN
IMPORTANT CONCEPT IN
REAL ESTATE, BUT THE SAME
IS CERTAINLY TRUE FOR THE
BEAUTIFUL JAPANESE MAPLE
TREES THAT LOVE OUR
WEATHER HERE IN
THE TRIANGLE.
There are many different cultivars of
this native Oriental tree, but some do
particularly well in our climate. Here
are three stunners that I have used with
great success in our area. They are all
prized for their beautiful foliage not only
in the autumn, but throughout all three
growing seasons.
Bloodgood is a non-dissected variety
of Japanese maple, meaning its leaves
are smaller than a traditional maple and
roughly shaped like a hand. It’s known
for its deep crimson reddish-purple fall
foliage, which is a lighter reddish-purple
or even green in the summer sun. It
grows no more than fifteen-to-twenty
feet tall, but reaches that height slowly,
growing about one foot per year. That
makes this cultivar ideal for small landscapes or as a specimen to be tucked
under larger canopy trees.
Garnet is a dissected variety of
Japanese maple. Its leaves have finely
cut leaf margins that look a bit like
lace. Garnet’s foliage remains bright
reddish-orange throughout the growing
season and then fades to purple-green
in late summer. It transforms again to
bright red in the autumn. Maturing at
just nine-to-twelve feet tall, it is another
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example of a showstopper that can just as easily be tucked away in a small
space as it can stand alone as an eye-catching specimen in your landscape.
Viridis Japanese maple turns golden yellow and orange in the fall, but it
is known for its bright chartreuse green color in the growing season and for
its cascading, weeping habit. It is a graceful specimen that thrives in dappled
sun, like almost all Japanese maples. It only grows a maximum of five-to-ten
feet tall, and its rounded form makes it ideal for container gardening or a
small space in a garden bed. Its green color is showy contrasted against red
Japanese maples.
Because of their versatility, Japanese maples are perfect for almost any
landscape. You can grow a grove of them in a large yard with a woodland
feel, you can add one in any size or color to complete an Asian-inspired
Zen garden, or you can plant them as understory trees to contrast with the
green of other leaves. With dappled sun, protection from harsh winds, and a
little mulch around their trunks to help retain water, Japanese maples easily
create a focal point in your landscape. With changing leaf color in three
seasons and dramatic branching that draws interest in the winter, there is
something for everyone in every season.
Rely on your professional landscaper to help you choose the right one or
to create a spectacular mix of maples for a picture-perfect yard. u

“BECAUSE
OF THEIR
VERSATILITY,
JAPANESE
MAPLES ARE
PERFECT FOR
ALMOST ANY
LANDSCAPE.”

DAVID PAYNE is the owner of HOME & GARDEN LANDSCAPES and can be
reached at 919-801-0211 or HOMEANDGARDENLANDSCAPES.COM.
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REDEFINED
RANCH

IF YOUR GRANDPARENTS HAD A TRADITIONAL
RANCH HOME, YOU MAY REMEMBER IT FONDLY.
It was probably characterized by casual, open living on one level
with access to the outdoors via sliding glass doors onto a back
patio or porch.
Architecturally, ranch houses typically feature a low-pitched
hipped roof, a rambling L- or U-shaped footprint, and plenty of
exterior windows. While they were popular in their heyday from
the 1940s to 1970s, they faded from popularity in the late 1970s as
homeowner needs and styles evolved.
Today’s homeowners have a revitalized interest in ranch-style
homes and their ease of one-level living but want to incorporate contemporary design features customary in large estate homes. As we
listen to our client’s needs during the home design process, we often
find we can accomplish daily living on the main floor with a partial
second floor for auxiliary bedrooms and recreation space. Sometimes,
when the slope of a homesite commands a basement foundation, it
makes sense for that auxiliary space to occupy a walk-out basement
instead of a second floor. We call these ranch-over-basement homes.
86

HOMEDESIGNDECORMAG.COM

We recently completed one of these homes in the luxury
Destin community. At 2,651 square feet on the main floor, this
open and airy home lives large by way of uninterrupted sightlines,
crisp but warm materials, plenty of indirect lighting, and soaring
fourteen-foot ceilings made possible by the lack of a second floor.
The added ceiling height allows for taller windows and doors,
affording tons of natural light. Layers of dropped soffits soften
the space. A ten-by-fourteen-foot-wide gliding glass door separates the family room from the screen porch, which doubles as
a four-season room due to phantom screens. With the primary
suite, secondary suite, laundry, study, and ample entertaining
space on the main floor, the homeowners enjoy all the benefits a
ranch has to offer.
Architectural details add interest to the home. A whitewashed
cypress plank accent wall descends alongside a contemporary
open riser staircase, reflecting all the natural light between the
study and family room down into the 1,753-square-foot walkout
basement level. Once you step foot on the swirled resin epoxy
floor downstairs, you notice the industrial-commercial vibe. An
expanded metal ceiling extends over the rift-sawn oak bar
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BY EVAN BOST

THIS HOME’S LACK OF A SECOND FLOOR GIVES
WAY TO FOURTEEN-FOOT CEILINGS, MAKING
IT FEEL LIGHT AND AIRY.

and whiskey tasting corner, matching the angle of the
stone-wrapped fireplace across the open living area. Two
additional bedroom suites flank this entertaining haven,
one of which shares a bathroom with the pool and spa
area outside. A heated spa spills over into a lap pool and
is accessible from the basement through another gliding
patio door.
This ranch-over-basement home redefines how we
think of ranch homes. It packs a lot of living space into
an efficient footprint while working with the topography
of the sloped lot to create a walk-out backyard oasis from
the basement level. The exclusion of a second level allows
this house to capture more natural light than it would
otherwise, and it is a perfect example of how to rejuvenate
a tried-and-true style and make it compatible for today’s
modern living. u
EVAN BOST is director of sales and marketing at BOST CUSTOM HOMES.
Contact this custom builder at 919-460-1983 or BOSTHOMES.COM.
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LAVISH BACKYARD
EVOLUTION

THIS TRADITIONAL CARY HOME’S UNASSUMING
BACKYARD WAS TRANSFORMED INTO A
LUXURIOUS, HARMONIOUS HAVEN.
The homeowner said it best: “One of my favorite parts of
this project is that from the front yard, it looks like a traditional home. Then, as soon as you walk into the backyard,
you are blown away with the resort-style oasis Old North
State Landscape Development, Inc. designed and installed.”
This project is the epitome of an evolution—one that was
started by the homeowners as they sketched their dream
backyard on a slip of paper many years ago. It then morphed
throughout the design and installation phases as an entire
team of people contributed their creative ideas and skills to
the project.
The homeowners first approached us with an idea for a
backyard pool, cabana, outdoor kitchen, and firepit. Taking
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their hand-drawn sketch, our in-house designers created
2D and 3D renderings of what their backyard could look
like, and began work after the approval process. As the
project progressed, our creative team collaborated with the
homeowners on an outdoor bathroom and storage building
that would be entertainment-friendly. As we worked this
building into the master plan and continued conversations
with the homeowner, it became clear that more “dry” space
was needed. So we once again tweaked the design plan
to add a covered breezeway connecting the cabana to the
bathroom along with other walkways that completed the
backyard haven.
The homeowners are thrilled with the final project,
including the high-grade materials that make the structures shine. The family and their guests can enjoy either
the expansive L-shaped pool that includes a raised tanning
ledge and infinity edge spillover decorated with cobalt-blue

PHOTOGRAPHY BY CHARLES REGISTER.

BY BEN STROPE

“THIS PROJECT IS
THE EPITOME OF
AN EVOLUTION.”

glass tiles, or the coordinating
spa. Another special feature is
a swim-up dining table and bar
nestled beside the outdoor kitchen.
The kitchen under the cabana
features a pizza oven, a prep
station, a grill, two refrigerators,
storage, and an icemaker. Cappadocia travertine tile laid in a French
pattern adorns the kitchen floor
while matching ledgestone on the
walls completes the look.
Across from the spa, an expansive gas firepit topped with Tennessee teak stone provides another
gathering place. Large 24-by-24inch ivory travertine tiles tie the
entire pool deck, firepit area, and
surrounding walkways together,
accented by complementary coping,
stair treads, and wall caps. With so
many entertaining spots and sitting
areas in the new backyard, the
hardest decision is choosing where
to lounge for the festivities at hand.
This project is an inspiring
example of what Old North State
can achieve working collaboratively with homeowners. When you
choose Old North State, you have
an entire team of professionals
taking your dream from sketchpad
to reality. u

BEN STROPE is a co-owner of OLD NORTH STATE LANDSCAPE DEVELOPMENT. The full team
can be reached at 919-384-1800, ONSLANDSCAPE.COM, or on Instagram @ONSLANDSCAPE.
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Home Builders Association Remodeling 2021 Award Winner
Best Attic $50,000-$75,000
Best Interior Feature Under $40,000
Best Kitchen $80,000 – $105,000 (Above)
Best Room Addition over $100,000
Best Room Renovation under $30,000

2021 Remodeler of the Year, Luke Dobbins
Our Showroom is located in Historic Downtown Apex • M-F 10a-4p BY APPOINTMENT
(919) 272-0048 • 121 N. Salem Street • Apex, NC 27502 • WakeRemodeling.com

A RTS & CU LT U R E

SPOTLIGHT
BERT BEIRNE

Working with only natural light
from a Northern exposure and
using multiple layers of translucent
oil glazes, artist Bert Beirne creates
works of great depth and astonishing realism. The process is a
slow and patient one, resulting in
pictures of remarkable clarity and
arresting beauty. Beirne has been
painting still life for nearly three
decades and is considered one
of the important painters of the
genre living today.

B.F. REED

BEV’S FINE ART / THE CENTERPIECE
February 17–March 5
bevsfineart.com
Award-winning North Carolina artist B.F. Reed's masterful paintings reflect the
timeless years that she has devoted to creating and developing her craft. Her
formal art education and background as a medical illustrator and graphic
designer helped her to develop an affinity for detail that still shows in her realistic artwork today. Light captivates Reed, and she often looks for a way to show
how light defines the form. She has always been an artist; even as a preschooler,
she could often be found with a pencil in hand, doing what she loves: creating.
Opening reception is February 17, from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.

ART IN BLOOM
NORTH CAROLINA
MUSEUM OF ART
March 16–20
ncartmuseum.org
Art in Bloom, one of the can'tmiss events of the year at
NCMA, displays the stunning
creativity of floral designers
who interpret works of art in
the museum collection. More
than thirty floral arrangements will be created on-site
by world-class designers
and florists and showcased
throughout the museum's West Building. Each floral designer is assigned a work of
art within the museum collection and invited to interpret it as a one-of-a-kind floral
arrangement. The event also includes floral workshops, lectures and tours, special
extended hours, daily live music, and expanded food options.
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: ART BY B.F. REED, COURTESY OF BEV’S FINE ART / THE CENTERPIECE; ART BY BERT BEIRNE, COURTESY OF GALLERY C; COURTESY OF NORTH CAROLINA MUSEUM OF ART.

GALLERY C
Through March 17
galleryc.net

PARTNER WITH THE WORLD’S LUXURY REAL ESTATE POWERHOUSE

5142 COLLINGSWOOD DRIVE

$1,975,000
Raleigh | 27609
MLS #2423148
Meg Johnston

704-293-7573

4516 KESWICK DRIVE

$734,900
Raleigh | 27609
MLS #2425157
Carolyn Swenson

919-413-5427

UNDER CONTRACT

1128 FANNING DRIVE

$685,000
Wake Forest | 27587
MLS #2424171
Meredith Hilbert

704-418-6507

UNDER CONTRACT
A Howard Hanna Partner

THE BEST PART OF OUR JOB AS DESIGNERS
IS CREATING A BEAUTIFUL,

TIMELESS SPACE THAT CAPTURES

THE PERSONALITY OF OUR CLIENTS!

FULL-SERVICE INTERIOR DESIGN
SERVING THE TRIANGLE AND BEYOND
C A R Y, N C | 9 1 9 . 4 5 4 . 1 9 7 9
I N T E R I O R M OT I V E S N C . CO M

Anniversary Clearance Sale
Feb 18-21

LUXURY is OUR SPECIALTY

CUSTOM POOLS | POOL HOUSES & CABANAS | STONEWORK | FIREPLACES | WATER FEATURES | LANDSCAPING | OUTDOOR KITCHENS | LIGHTING | IRRIGATION

Bringing

DREAMS
to

reality

For over 30 years

Turn- Key Projects
Landscape Design
Landscape Construction
General Contracting
onslandscape.com
(919) 384 - 1800

Leading the evolution for Luxury Home Builders.

BUILDING AND REMODELING FINE CUSTOM HOMES SINCE 1988.
(919) 460-8550 | www.Rufty.com

